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^LQNDQfT fR) /-^:Ajd Iranian riwsklcat group said Tuesday i( had proof 
^• tpat tfcc TcteSn go v crBrncut had sent bn-squads to kill author Sahnsn 
.and aw. iihind attacks on hisltafiari and Japanese translators. 
^f^c^gfedad-feMerr-M u jsfecdecn ; c-Kfta3q of Iran said the terms had been 
Seor-To ar teasi nine- countries to hunt down dzsudena and people 
c ^paat ed vi* Mr, Rushdie's. book "The Satamc Verses." viewed by 
^Tehran as'Masj^eiiKSMS. A hit-squad arrived in Britain four months ago to 
carry out the detth-semepee on Mr. Rushdie -imposed by the late Iranian 
. s ~Teader, AyatoDah Ruhollah Khomeini, die London spokesman for the 
* ^ Wijtfiolciijv 1 Lubfan>. told a news conference. Other teams had 

.v sen*. to Italy; .Japan. France,. Switzerland. Germany. Canada. 
.■* TreoBany and Algeria. Iran has denied Mujahedeen charges that it has 
.Wdcred death squads into action against Mr. Rushdie and hh colleagues. 
; .V'«c Mujahedcec. which is bitterly opposed to the Iranian government, 
prodoood a tape of a telephone conversation about the hit-squad* between 
a. man they said was an aide 10 President Ah Akbar Hasbcrni Raftanjani 
' Ttnd another unidentified man. 
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Soviet Union seeks fnD IMF membership 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Soviet Union has applied to become a full 
member of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). an organisation it 
once derided as a tool of the capitalist West, international monetary 
sources said Tuesday. The application is the latest step by Moscow to try 
to end more than 40 years of self-imposed economic isolation and join the 
international financial fold. Monetary sources said the United States is 
unlikely to welcome the news that the Soviet Union has applied for full 
membership in the IMF. Washington has argued that the membership 
negotiations could take two years or more and thus delay much-needed 
economic reforms in the Soviet Onion. In contrast, the special associate 
status proposed by the United States could be put in place quickly — 
within 30 days or less — and would enable Moscow to draw on the IMF's 
expertise immediately in reforming its economy, U.S. officials have said. 
Washington's allies in the Group of Seven — Britain, Canada. France. 
Germany. Italy, and Japan — endorsed the U.S. proposal at last week's 
economic summit in London. 
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Abdul Meguid 
arrives today 

AMMAN (Petra)' — Arab 
League Secretary General Esina! 
Abdul Meguid arrives in Amman 
Wednesday oh a -two-day visit 10 
Iordan as part of a tour of several 
Arab countries. Dr. Abdul 
Meguid will hold talks with senior 
Jordanian officials on the latest 
developments in the region and 
efforts aimed ar resolving the 
Arab-lsfaeli conflict and the 
Palestinian problem through 
peaceful means. The secretary 
general will also discuss m Am- 
man the' role of the league in 
improving Arab relations and 
healing rifts among Arab states 
following the Gulf crisis. 
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Israeli businessmen 
reject Arab 
boycott linkage 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli busi- 
ness leaders Tuesday rejected any 
link between a freeze on Jewish 
settlement of the occupied terri- 
tories, and. a halt to the Arab 
economic boycott which has cost 
the Jewish state $80 billion. Arab 
states led by Egypt this week 
backed proposals by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker to link 
the two issues. “The boycott ex- 
isted 20 years before there were 
settlements. The Western world 
is wrong in creating a linkage, 
Dan GiUerman, president of the 
Israel Chamber of Commerce, 
told a news conference. “Mr. 
Gillcrman said the boycott trad 
over its 43 years cost Israel 10 per 
cent of both exports and foreign 
investment, a total of $80 trillion. 
Israeli officials have already re- 
jected the proposal, saying die 
Arab boycott js. ‘“illegal and has. 
no cCHmection with settlements. 
Harry Wall, director of the Anti- 
Defamation League, urged other 
countries to follow the lead of the 
United States where legislation 
bars companies from honouring 
the boycott. “Western Europe, 
Israel’s largest trading partner, 
has shown a highly equivocal 
attitude, towards the boycott,” 
Mr. Wall said. Israel has settled 
some 100,000 Jews id Arab lands, 
in contravention of the Geneva 
conventions. 
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King Hassan to visit 
end U-S. In September 

JCJW ' ‘ 

WASHINGTON (R) — King 
r Hassan n.of Morocco has 
accepted an invitation from Presi- 
deiri .George Bush to visit 
Washington on SepL 26, the U.S. 
administration announced Mon- 
day. “The visit reflects the friend- 
ly stater of z long-standing rela- 
tionship -between Morocco and 
the United States that goes back 
to the earliest days of American 
indepradtmce.^U.S. administra- 
tion spokesman Mar lin Fitzwater 
said in a statement. Talks be- 
tween the two leaders are ex- 
pected to oenbre on regional and 
international «spes as . well as on 
U. S -Morocc^ tie&, -Mr. Fitzwa- 
ter said. ■ r . " 
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Kuwait plans . 
armytrf conscripts 
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KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is con- 
sidering c ons c ri ption to rebuild 
its army, which was all but wiped 
out by Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion. 
Defence Minister Sheikh AH 
Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah said in 
remarks published Tuesday. He 
told Ai Waian newspaper in an 
interview that the military was 90 
per cent destroyed during the 
mvaskm. “The idea of building 
an army 1 based on conscription is 
being studied," Sheikh Ali said. 
He gave no further details. The 
Kuwaiti army,' with a pre- 
mvasfon strength of 16,000 men, 
failed To stand up to the Iraqis, 
who - seized the emirate in an 
overnight attack. The army faces 
a serious shortage of manpower 
following a derision by the gov- 
ernment to lay off the bedonn or 
stateless Arabs, who formed the 
baclshone of the armed forces. 
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One kllled by rebel 
rockets in Kabul 

ByiMiiMD (R) — Afgb 
Wnj^edeen guerrillas fired t 
^^iti^atKabnl, killing one p 
so^JnCmiuring five, Afghan 
^vB^dttar news agency i 

rockets 



Baker awaiting 
quick Israeli 
reply to proposal 

Shamir expects talks to 
begin in ‘a month or two’ 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Tuesday meets with PLO (centre) and Palestine Ambassador to T unisia 
Executive Committee member Mahmoud Abbas Hakam Balawi (Petra photo). 

U.S. considering easing 
of sanctions against Iraq 


KUALA LUMPUR (Agencies) 
— U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, sounding “upbeat and 
optimistic,” said Tuesday he was 
waiting for. a quick reply from 
brad on whether it would take 
part in Middle East peace talks. 

Mr. Baker told foreign minis- 
ters from a dozen nations that 
during his Middle East tour, he 
had “received an expression that 
it (brad) would give its response 
shortly,” officials present during 
Mr. Baker's remarks said. 

Mr. Baker added that he “did 
not receive a rejection from 
load,” said the officials, who 
described his remarks as upbeat. 

Mr. Baker was briefing foreign 
ministers at talks between the 
Association of South-East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and its seven 
major trade partners — the Un- 
ited States, Japan, The European 
Community, South Korea, Au- 
stralia, Canada and New Zea- 
land. 

. The ASEAN members are 
Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Brunei. 

The officials said Mr. Baker's 
report was hailed by those pre- 
sent. ■ - 

They quoted Mr. Baker as 
saying that Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir told him Israel 
would attend the talks provided 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) was not present. 

Israel said Palestinians acceptable 
to it from the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories could artend the peace talks, 
Mr. Baker was quoted as saying. He 
added that Israel also wanted the 
Palestinians to agree to the existence 
of an Israeli state. 

The officials said Mr. Baker told 
them duu there first would be talks 
between Israel and the Arabs. The 
United States and the Soviet Union 
have reached agreement on co- 
sponsoring those talks and would 
attend at the foreign ministers level, 
they added. 

These would be followed by talks 
between Israel and the Pa le stin ians 
acceptable to Israel, but excluding the 
PLO. they said. 

Then a larger peace conference 
would be held among all these par- 
ties, together with observers from die 
European Community and the Un- 
ited Nations, the officials quoted Mr. 
Baker aa saying. 

There was do deadline for an 
Israeli response to the U.S. proposal, 
Mr. Baker himself told reporters. 

He said be would prefer 10 receive 
a reply by July 30, when a U.S.-Soviet 
summit begins in Moscow. 

“We continue to work, not just 
with the government of Israel, but 
with the government of Jordan and 
the Palestinians on the question of 
Palestinian representation,’* Mr. 
Baker said. 

“And it is contemplated that we 
would receive a response of some 


kind from the Israeli government that 
would speak to the other elements of 
the process and the proposal just as 
we have received responses from 
other governments. 

"Then we will continue to work on 
whatever other elements exist, pend- 
ing the actual convening of any con- 
ference. ** 

Syria. Egypt. Jordan, Lebanon and 
Saudi Arabia have approved Mr. 
Baker's plan for a peace conference. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir said Monday he saw a “revolu- 
tionary change" in Syria's attitude. 
Israel could not reply until it had 
received clarification on subjects still 
unsolved, such as Palestinian repre- 
sentation, he said. 

Mr. Shamir, in his most upbeat 
assessment so far of Middle East 
peace prospects. Tuesday likened 
Syria's apparent change of Heart to 
Egypt’s in 1977. 

Syria's readiness 10 talk directly to 
Israel “is a phenomenon similar to 
what happened in Egypt with Presi- 
dent (Anwar) Sadat when a revolu- 
tion occurred in his concepts that 
ultimately led to negotiations with 
Israel and to peace." Mr. Shamir said 
in remarks released by his office. 

Mr. Shamir also said he was hope- 
ful that “in a month or two, we will sit 
together with our neighbours’ repre- 
sentatives and we will talk.” 

He was speaking in his office to a 
delegation of prosecutors from the 
United States. His remarks were 
issued by his office, partially indirect 
quotations and partly in paraphrase. 

Until recently, Israeli leaden have 
expressed great scepticism about the 
motives of Syria. 

After being briefed by Mr. Baker 
on Syria's position Monday Mr. Sha- 
mir appeared cautiously optimistic. 
His comparison between Mr. Sadat 
and Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
to be a more emphatic endorsement 
of Mr. Baker’s mission. 

“As things look now, I think we are 
approaching the beginning of negotia- 
tions," Mr. Shamir said. He said 
some problems remained, specifically 
which Palestinians will artend nego- 
tiations, but “we hope these problems 
can be solved.” 

The Palestinian representation 
problem sabotaged Mr. Baker's 
efforts to promote peace talks last 
year after Mr. Shamir refused to 
accept Palestinians from occupied 
Arab Jerusalem as a negotiation part- 
ner. 

Mr. Baker's comments made it 
dear he was not prepared to engage 
in more lengthy ttriks to dear up this 
question. 

He said several weeks ago he 
thought he had an agreed basis for 
Palestinian representation 10 the talks 
through the mechanism of a joint 
delegation with Jordan. 

He wants to avoid delaying tactics 
by Mr. Shamir that could unravel the 
progress already achieved on the 
Arab side. 

Mr. Baker said Israel needed to 
decide if it embraced the broad con- 
cept proposed by the United States. 
On Monday, be said the peace pro- 
cess was constructed on the principle 

( fu B tinard on page 5) 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush, pledging 
that the United States will not 
allow innocent women or chil- 
dren in Iraq to suffer, said Tues- 
day he was considering whether 
to ease the United Nations 
embargo against Baghdad. 

“We have not resolved yet 
exactly what we’re going to?do at 
the United Nations,” Mr. Bush 
told reporters at the outset of a 
cabinet meeting. 

But bis comments seemed to 
indicate a softening of the hard 
line U.S. restriction against any 
letup in the economic embargo 
against Iraq even as it struggles to 
recoup from its devastating losses 
in the Gulf war. 

The New York Times reported 
Tuesday that the State Depart- 
ment had drafted a plan to re- 
move some sanctions to allow 
Baghdad to sell oil to buy food 
and medicine. It said the proposal 
was still being circulated inside 
the government and did not yet 
have Mr. Bush’s approval. 

Mr. Bush acknowledged that 
he planned to discuss the situa- 
tion in Iraq and the sanctions with 
his cabinet. 

“My view is the U.N. mechan- 
ism is clear in terms of helping 
children and those who may be 
threatened with either famine or 
disease. The machinery is in place 
there,” Mr. Bush said. 

“It's very dear that Saddam 
Hussein has not complied with 
the U.N. resolutions, so we’ll see 
what we can do. We're not trying 
to hurt any individuals there. Our 
argument is not with the women 
or children of Iraq.” 

He said Iraq has not made 
restitution to the people of 
Kuwait or returned the gold 
taken from that country after the 
Iraqi invasion last Aug. 2, and he 
said Baghdad has not made “total 
disclosure on posable nuclear de- 
velopments.” 

“So there is much to be done. 


But the United States is not going 
to see the suffering of innocent 
women or children there, and 
there’s all kinds of mechanisms to 
take care of it — its own re- 
sources inside the country, possi- 
ble release of resources outsice 
the country and the matter that's 
being discussed at the United 
Nations, ” Mr. Bush said. 

Mr. Bush said he had talked 
earlier Tuesday with Prince Sad- 
ruddin Aga Khan, the United 
Nations official in charge of 
humanitarian efforts for Iraq. 

Sings of a willingness to pro- 
vide leeway for humanitarian re- 
lief came along with the approach 
of Thursday's deadline for a full 
inventory of Iraq's nuclear capab- 
ilities. 

The United States has accused 
Baghdad of failing to comply with 
ceasefire terms requiring full dis- 
closure and elimination of all 
Iraqi weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and the ability to produce 
them. The deadline for com- 
pliance on that issue is July 25, 
although it remained to be seen 
whether and when the Gulf war 
military allies would back it up 
with force. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hujd said Tuesday in 
Turkey that Britain may support 
a U.N. proposal to allow Iraq to 
sell some oil to pay for food, but 
only if there are guarantees that 
the Iraqi army will not get the 
proceeds. 

One U.S. official said easing of 
the sanctions was being consi- 
dered because of the needs of the 
Iraqi people. 

Under the various options 
being discussed, Baghdad would 
be allowed to sell some of its oil if 
there was certainty the money 
would be used for such needs as 
food and medicine. 

The United States repeatedly 
said Iraq had not revealed every- 
thing about its nudear program- 
me. 


It also charged that Iraq was 
violating a United Nations Secur- 
ity Council resolution by not 
allowing U.N. relief workers 
back into marshes in southern 
Iraq where Iraqi Shiites were said 
to be seeking refuge. 

State Department deputy 
spokesman Richard Boucher told 
a news briefing: “They haven't 
come clean yet.” 

Iraq provided more informa- 
tion but "we are still very sceptic- 
al about their disclosures and 
believe they have more to tell 
us.” he said. 

Asked about the possibility, of 
a renwed use of force against Iraq, 
Mr. Boucher said: “I wouldn't 
hazard any guesses or specula- 
tions on decisions like that." 

U.N. teams have been inspect- 
ing Iraqi nuclear facilities and in 
August other teams will examine 
Baghdad’s biological, chemical 
and ballistic missile capabilities. 

As to activity in the south. Mr. 
Boucher said “to our knowledge, 
the U.N. relief workers have not 
been allowed back. ..this is simply 
one more example of Iraq’s com- 
plete disregard for (its) obliga- 
tions under the ceasefire agree- 
ment and the memorandum of 
understanding which the govern- 
ment signed." 

He added: “We consider this 
action, impeding the work of 
U.N. relief orkers who are 
attempting to alleviate die suffer- 
ing of Iraqi civilians, to be viola- 
tions of resolution 688.” The 
resolution insists Iraq allow inter- 
national humanitarian organisa- 
tions access to the civilian popula- 
tion. 

In his report, issued in Geneva 
July 15, Prince Sadruddin said it 
was imperative that Iraq's essen- 
tial civilian needs be met urgently 
and that “humanitarian and poli- 
tical interests converge in the 
aversion of catastrophe." 

(Continued on page 5) 


Prices soar under sanctions 
and war fears in Iraq 


BAGHDAD <AP) — Iraqis are 
“suffering unprecedented distress 
and pain” because of a U.N. 
embargo on trade and are deman- 
ding die end of the economic 
blockade. Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein Khudayer said 
Tuesday. 

His comments were in response 
to U.S. President George Bush’s 
statements over the weekend ab- 
out Iraq, and apparently were 
made before Mr. Bush said Tues- 
day that he was considering eas- 
ing the U.N. embargo. 

Hoarding caused by fear of a. 
foesh allied air attack cm Iraq and 
shortages caused by U.N. econo- 
mic sanctions have driven food 
prices sky high in Baghdad. 

Also, as people buy up the 
country's dwindling supply of 
American dollars in hopes of 
going abroad, the price of an 
Iraqi dinar on the black market 
has risen in the past few weeks 
from five of six dinars to the 
t ’ jj up to eight or more. 

.dr. Khudayer made no direct 
reference to the threat by the 
United States and some of its 


Western allies to attack nuclear 
facilities left standing from the 
Gulf war if the Iraqi government 
does not frilly disclose all its 
nudear secrets. 

But the U.N. wanting that Iraq 
must comply with its demands by 
July 25 or face serious consequ- 
ences has prompted residents of 
the capital to begin storing food, 
cooking gas, and gasoline as they 
did before the Gulf war broke out 
in January. 

The war hoarding has added to 
die scarcity of basic food pro- 
ducts. The U.N. trade sanctions 
do not ban shipment of food or 
medicine to Iraq, but the govern- 
ment has said mat it cannot earn 
money to buy those products 
because it is banned from selling 
oil, its main commodity. 

Mr. Khudayer, apparently re- 
sponding to comments Mr. Bush 
made in Turkey during the 
weekend, said die U.N. econo- 
mic blockade was “fully to blame 
for the suffering of Iraqi children, 
the elderly, and others. 

“U.S. President Bush can con- 
vince no one inside or outside 


Iraq with his attempt to shirk 
responsibility for the economic 
blockade and its painful effects, 
or with his allegation that be has 
no quarrel with the people of 
Iraq,” said Mr. Khudayer. 

He also rejected Mr. Bush's 
allegations “that the Iraqi gov- 
ernment is withholding food from 
the people of Iraq," the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) reported. 

The Iraqi people were "strong- 
ly and dearly demanding that the 
unjust blockade imposed on them 
be lifted and that interference in 
their internal affairs be stopped,” 
Mr. Khudayer said. “The Iraqi 
people are suffering unpre- 
cedented distress and pain.” 

“World public opiomon and 
humanitarian and international 
institutions, as well as the U.N. 
secretary-general's envoys, have 
been acquainted with die food 
distribution system announced in 
newspapers and other local mass 
media,” he said. “The food is 
distributed equally and in accord- 
ance with a fair programme, de- 
spite the circumstances of the 
inhuman year-long blockade.” 


PFLP, Hamas assail Syria 
for accepting U.S. proposal 


NICOSIA (R) — Palestinian lef- 
tists and Muslim fundamentalists 
have unusually joined together to 
condemn Syria for accepting 
proposals by U.S. President 
George Bush for a Middle East 
peace conference. 

“No to the defeatist Syrian 
position.. .that stabbed our 
cause,” the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) said in their state- 
ment, sent to Reuters Tuesday. 

The PFLP is based in Damas- 
cus, but a spokesman for the 
group said in Nicosia the state- 
ment with Hamas was issued in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

. The two groups, whose follow- 
ers have often competed for the 
allegiance of young hardliners in 
the occupied territories, joined 
others apparently shocked by 
Syria's surprise decision to re- 
verse its previous rejection of 
direct talks with Israel. 

In Lebanon, the pro-Iranian 
Hizbotlah (Party of God) said the 
U.S. peace drive would nor bring 
peace to the Middle East. 

It made no direct mention of 
Syria, which maintains 40,000 


troops in Lebanon. 

Nor did Iranian media, which 
hinted at possible future rows 
between Iran and Damascus, its 
long-standing Arab ally. 

Tehran Radio on Tuesday 
asked: “Can't it be predicted that 
a peace conference and its con- 
sequences would widen the gap 
between some participating Arab 
governments and the region's 
people?” 

Iranian officials would not be 
drawn on the Syrian change of 
heart but the radical newspaper 
Jomhuri Eslami commented: 
“Arab reactionaries have knelt 
down before the United States 
.but the U.S. is presuading them 
to do the same before Israel as a 
sign of their goodwill.” 

The joint PFLP-Hamas state- 
ment said U.S. proposals offered 
limited self-rule for the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, while allowing 
Israel to control the territory. 

‘'We call cm the Palestinian 
masses to declare their categoric- 
al rejection of this Americaa- 
Zkmist conspiracy which aims at 
subjugating us and liquidating 
our just cause,” it said. 


King and PLO team 
discuss coordination 


AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein met a Palestinian Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) delega- 
tion Tuesday for talks on the 
latest U.S. plan for Arab-Israeli 
peace talks, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra reported. 

The team, headed by PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas, briefed the 
King on the outcome of his talks 
in Cairo with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Mousa. 

The delegation included 
Hakam Balawi, member of the 
centra] committee of the PLO’s 
main stream faction, Fateh. Mr. 
Balaw is also Palestine's ambassa- 
dor in Tunisia. 

The meeting, which was 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan discussed 
the outcome of U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker's visit to Jor- 
dan and other countries in the 
region and peace efforts aimed at 
resolving the Palestinian prob- 
lem, Petra said. The meeting was 
also attended by Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
the King's Political Advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh and Palesti- 
nian ambassador to Jordan Al 
Tayyeb Abdul Rahim. 


“Maximum (Jordanian- 
Palestinianj coordination is 
needed at this very delicate stage 
of events,” one official told Reu- 
ters. 

King Hussein said after talks 
wit)i Mr. Baker Sunday that he 
was in touch with Palestinians to 
discuss the formation of a joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian team Tot 
any peace talks. 

A similar PLO delegation is 
currently visiting Damascus for 
talks with Syrian leaders on coor- 
dination in peace efforts. That 
delegation is led by PLO Execu- 
tive Committee member and 
Political Department head 
Farouq Kaddoumi. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa met with the 
delegation Monday. Their talks 
also believed to have covered 
relations between the PLO and 
Syria. 

PLO officials have said that the 
PLO is willing to drop its demand 
for a direct role in peace talks 
with Israel as long as it is under- 
stood that it has a say in choosing 
the delegates from the occupied 
territories. No official statement 
has been issued by the PLO 
headquarters in Tunisia. 


Lebanese army fires 
at Israeli warplanes 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agenices) — 
Lebanese army gunners fired 
anti-aircraft rounds at low-flying 
Israeli warplanes which buzzed 
newly disarmed Palestinian re- 
fugee camps near this city Tues- 
day, an army communique re- 
ported. 

It was the first time that the 
army headquarters has ordered 
action against the Israeli air force 
in at least 16 years. 

No bits were scored. But the 
incident underlined Lebanon's 
commitment to the protection of 
Palestinian refugees after the 
camps’ guerrilla defenders were 
stripped of their weapons under 
an accord reached earlier this 
month. 

“From 11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
(0800-0830 GMT), the Israeli air 
force staged low-altitude mock 
raids in the Sidon area. The 
Lebanese army confronted the 
Israeli jets with anti-aircraft fire,” 
the communique said. 

Colonel Aii Shreim, spokes- 
man for the South Lebanon com- 
mand, read the communique to 
reporters who converged on his 
headquarters after the firing 
echoed across Sidon. 40 kil- 
lometres south of Beirut. 

White puffc of smoke dotted 


the skies as the army troops, 
encircling the refugee camps of 
‘Ain Al Hilweh and Mieh Mieh 
on the southeastern flank of 
Sidon. operated their batteries. 

Israeli warplanes regularly fly 
reconnaissance missions over 
Lebanon and attack targets at 
will. In recent years, not once 
were they opposed by the 
Lebanese regulars. 

The army was withdrawn to its 
barracks when the civil war broke 
out in 1975. It later split along 
sectarian lines with some units 
joining militia groups fighting 
each other. 

In 1982. when the Israelis in- 
vaded Lebanon the army had no 
orders to confront the air, land 
and sea forces attacking the coun- 

try - ... 

Under a peace accord signed in 

October 19S9, President Elias 
Hrawi's government restructured 
the 42,000-strong army. 

Army units have since been 
gradually disbanding local and 
foreign groups that fought the 
civil war and reasserting govern- 
ment sovereignty. 

The army began deploying 
11,000 troops in South Lebanon 

(Continued on page 5) 


Gorbachev’s programme 
challenges hardliners 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
radical newspaper Tuesday pub- 
lished what it said was Mikhail 
Gorbachev's new programme for 
the Communist Party, a docu- 
ment that rejects Marxist tradi- 
tions. respects religious freedom 
and supports private property. 

The draft statement appeared 
in Nezavisimaya Gaze la (The In- 
dependent Newspaper) two days 
before what is expected to be a 
stormy plenum of the Communist 
Party Central Committee. 

The draft places Mr. Gor- 
bachev back in the camp of the 
radical reformers after veering 
last autumn towards the hardline 
party traditionalists. 

The newspaper said the docu- 
ment can expect support from 
only about 100 staunch Gor- 
bachev backers in the Central 
Committee, and raised the possi- 
bility that hardliners would try to 
remove Mr. Gorbachev from his 
position as party leader. 

If the plenum does not approve 
the programme, the approx- 
imately 100 Gorbachev suppor- 
ters “will approve it on their own, 
with all the resulting organisa- 
tional consequences," the news- 
paper said — an apparent refer- 
ence to a split in the party lead- 
endup. 

However, Central Committee 
member Vladimir Svetozarov 
told the Associated Press Tues- 
day the chances of some form of 
the programme being approved 
at the plenum were “exceptional- 
ly high." 

Mr. Svetozarov said the text 
published by the newspaper was 


an unofficial version of the Com- 
munist Party programme. He said 
some editing of the draft is cer- 
tain. 

The draft, suffused with 
Westem-sryle social democratic 
thinking, marks an outright chal- 
lenge to onhodox Communists 
already furious over their 
weakening grip on power in the 
seventh year of perestroika. The 
timing of the challenge suggests 
Mr. Gorbachev feels confident of 
his strength over the right. 

Moscow’s hardline Communist 
chief Yuri Prokofiev charged re- 
cently that Mr. Gorbachev wa* 
leading the party towards a spl t 
and suggested he step down as 
general secretary. 

“There is an orthodox, dogma- 
tic current in the parry but it’s just 
not strong enough to radically 
influence events.” Communist 
Party politburo member Alexan- 
der Dzasokhov told Reuters. 
“We need not be fatalistic about 
a split. We can act." 

The strength of the "dogmat- 
ists" at Thursday's meeting of the 
412-member central committee is 
not dear. But they seem certain 
to attack Mr. Gorbachev’s reform 
plans even if they stop short of 
repeating April's abortive bid to 
remove him. 

Perestroika, intended as a re- 
birth of communism, has brought 
galling defeats for the once- 
omnipotent party. 

It has formally lost power in. 
major cities including Moscow 
and yielded control in many of 
the Soviet Union’s 15 republics. 
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opposes 

rapid 

deployment 
force in 
Turkey 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
Tuesday rejected the creation of 
an allied rapid deployment force 
in Turkey, saying the presence of 
foreign troops in the region 
would lead to “insecurity.” 

Vice President Hassan Habibi 
told reporters at a weekly brief- 
ing: “The presence of alien milit- 
ary forces around Iran's borders 
will lead to insecurity in the re- 
gion.” 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, broadcast his remarks. 

He said: “The aim of these 
forces is to realise the ambitions 
of the (great) powers,” not to 
protect Iraq Kurds. 

Tran “opposes the stationing of 
the rapid deployment force in 
Turkey,” Mr. Habibi stressed. 

Turkey shares a 350-kilometre 
border with Iran. 

U.S.-led allied forces set up a 
safe haven in northern Iraq in 
April to enable the return of 
some 450.000 Iraqi Kurds who 
fled to the Turkish border after a 
failed rebellion against the gov- 
ernment. 

Another 1.2 million Kurds fled 
to Iran, but most have returned 
home as their leaders opened 
talks with the government to for- 
mally end the rebellion. 

The coalition force in northern 
Iraq, which had a peak strength 
of 22,000, were withdrawn last 
week. 


Some of the withdrawn troops 
were being organised into a 
3,000-strong “quick response" 
force, based in the Turkish bor- 
der town of Silopi. 

Silopi is about 270 kilometres 
west of the Iranian border. 

Turkish troops Monday joined 
allied troops assembling the 
strike force in southeast Turkey. 

A U.S. military spokesman 
said some Turkish soldiers had 
arrived at an allied base near 
Silopi, where 2.284 coalition 
troops, about a third of them 
from Britain, France. Italy and 
the Netherlands, had gathered. 

He said the U.S. general who 
commanded allied relief efforts 
for Kurdish refugees held talks 
Monday with Kurdish rebel lead- 
er Jalal Talabani. 

Kurdish sources in northern 
Iraq said Mr. Talabani had flown 
by helicopter to the Iraqi border 
town of Zakho to meet Lieute- 
nant general John Shalikashvili. 
No details on the talks emerged. 

Mr. Talabani is one of the two 
main Kurdish leaders negotiating 
an autonomy deal with the Iraqi 
government in Baghdad. 

Gen. Shalikashvili is due to 
leave Turkey soon to return to his 
post in Germany, the U.S. 
spokesman said. 

The strike force is being de- 
ployed to fill a gap left by West- 
ern troops who withdrew from 
northern Iraq a week ago. 

“In Silopi we have 2.2S4 allied 
troops right now.” said Major 
Michael McKinney, contacted at 
Incirlik in southern Turkey, 
where aircraft for the strike force 
are based. 

“The main job of the residual 
force is security in northern Iraq 
north of the 36th parallel,” he 
said. 

“They are conducting daily re- 
connaissance to deter Iraqi air 
and ground forces from moving 
into that area.” 

Turkey is contributing a mech- 
anised company to the force, 
whose final size and composition 
has not been decided. 

Pentagon spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams said last week the total 
force was expected to number 
between 3.000 to 5,000 men, but 
Ankara-based diplomats said it 
could be as small as 2,000. 


Asylum-seekers press for UNHCR action 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The plight of re- 
fugees stranded in Jordan since 
the eruption of the Gulf crisis in last 
August . continues as a small num- 
ber of them await for proper 
documents that would enable 
them to leave Jordan and start a 
new life somewhere else in the 
world. 

Many refugees camp in front of 
the United Nations High Com- 
missi o n e r foT Refugees 
(UNHCR) offices in Amman 
awaiting information that would 
help them secure asylum in the 
Western world. 

Around 30 Somali refugees 
started a sit-in last week in Am- 
man to protest what they believed 
to be discriminate treatment by 
the commissioner of the 
UNHCR, Cart Fonseth. Follow- 
ing their week-long sit-in, around 
20 Somalis met with Mr. Fonseth 
Monday in a three-hour meeting. 

According to one of the Soma- 
lis, Mohammad Yousef, who 


attended the meeting, Mr. Fon- 
seth gave the group assurance 
that their cases were being fol- 
lowed up. “He told us that he will 
send a worldwide appeal to help 
us,” Mr. Yousef told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Fonseth said that the Un- 
ited Nations agencies operating in 
Asia and Africa are mounting an 
effort to bring back people to 
their respective countries. Asked 
about the situation of those re- 
fugees who cannot go back to' 
their countries for fear of political 
reprisals, Mr. Fonseth said that 
his office is only able to work and 
help those who can go bade to 
their home country. 

“We can only give long run 
assistance to those who want to 
go back to Somalia,” Mr. Fon- 
seth said. “The understanding 
between us and the (Jordanian) 
government is that 
the stay of those refugees is tem- 
porary.” 

“We are in continuous dia- 
logue with our headquarters to 
see bow the situation is in Soma- 
lia,” Mr. Fonseth explained. “As 


soon as I have information about 
the situation I mil provide them 
with it." 

The two sides have set up 
another appointment next Mon- 
day to discuss further information 
concerning their travel arrange- 
ments. 

Among the refugees weary of 
their tiresome life in the camps 
that were set up to receive re- 
fugees at the onset of the Gulf 
crisis are three Iranian youths 
stranded in the Kingdom with no 
documents or passports. 

One of the youths who pre- 
ferred to withhold his identity for 
political reasons, gave his 
assumed name as Ameer Hama- 
dani- He explained that he along 
with two other youths, Hammeed 
Parvis, and Kareem Mahmoud 
(also not their real names), were 
political refugees in Iraq foil ow- 
ing their escape from the 
Khomeini regime in Iran. 

After living for 12 years in 
Iraq, Hamadani, 28, was able to 
get a permit to immigrate to 
Canada through the UNHCR 
office in Baghdad. “But when the 


war broke out the commissioner 
of the UNHCR office in Bagh- 
dad, Estafan Bodemar, aban- 
doned us," Mr. Hamadani 
asserted. “We then escaped the 
bombing and came into Jordan 
leaving behind us our documents 
and legal papers.” 

"The difference between us 
and the other refugees is that we 
cannot go back to Iran because 
we wOl be executed," Hamadani 
said explaining that he himself 
was sentenced to death m Iran 
but had escaped from the hospital 
after being tortured. 

“We don’t have any form of 
legal papers or passports, we left 
them all in Iraq,” he added. 

Asked wether they had con- 
tacted the Canadian embassy in 
Jordan, Hamadani, who spoke on 
behalf of the two other youths, 
said that they had contacted the 
embassy and were told that they 
would be sent to Canada in April. 
“We asked the UNHCR for help, 
but we did not see any kind of 
protection or help from them." 

“I blame the UNHCR. We are 
living in a very hard situation in 


the An dal us camp,” Hamadani 
said. “But they did not solve our 
problems, they even told us they 
could send us out." 

Standing in front of the 
UNHCR building in Amman, 
Hamadani said that he mil not 
leave until he meets Mr. Fonseth. 
“Eveiytime I come they tell me 
to come back tomorrow.” Hama- 
dani said. “We are not going to 
give up until we meet with him. 

“When it comes to (dealing 
with) the Canadian embassy it is a 
very lengthy procedure,” Mr. 
Fonseth said. “We have not yet 
received the green light from 
Canada.” 

“We are in constant touch with 
the Canadians and they promised 
us that as soon as they get the 
green light they wOl send them to 
Canada,” Mr. Fonseth added. 

Hamadani, whose family is still 
living in Iran, says that be broke 
all relations with political parties 
and is hoping to start a fresh life 
somewhere in die world. “We 
want to use our skills. We want to 
start a new life and leave the past 
behind.” 


Iraqis await new deadline with memories of war 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqis are 
nervously awaiting Thursday's 
deadline for their government to 
fully disclose its nuclear secrets 
under threat of a new allied milit- 
ary attack. 

Thousands have fled to Jordan, 
capital residents are stockpiling 
food and fuel, and there are signs 
the army is taking seriously the 
chance of more air strikes. 

Sandbagged anti-aicraft 
machine-gun nests have appeared 
.atop the gatehouse of the main 
security police headquarters in 
Baghdad and at other govern- 
ment buildings in recent days. 

However, there has been no 
public declaration of a military 
alert. 

“If there was one, they 
wouldn't tell us,” an Information 
Ministry spokesman said Mon- 
day. 

The news media have been 
quiet on the subject of the U.N. 
deadline, which said Iraq would 
face “serious consequences” if it 
did not fully disclose all its nuc- 


lear material, equipment and 
facilities by July 25. 

Under the ceasefire agreement 
ending the Gulf war, Iraq had 
agreed to cooperate with U.N. 
inspection and destruction of its 
capabilities to build or use 
weapons of mass destruction. 

After soldiers fired guns to 
keep U.N. inspectors from 
photographing a oonvoy of equip- 
ment being moved to a hiding 
place, the U.S., British and 
French governments indicated 
that air strikes might be war- 
ranted to destroy Iraq’s remain- 
ing nuclear facilities and military 
installations where materials 
could be bidden. 

“The very real threat of attack 
persuaded the Iraqis to hand over 
a new list of nuclear facilities to 
the U.N. inspection team on July 
14 and to declare to the head of 
the team on July 18 that” they 
had given a full declaration of all 
their facilities, Charles Snow, an 
analyst, said Monday in the Mid- 
dle East Economic Survey, pub- 


lished in Cyprus. 

At the United Nations and in 
Washington. D.C., there is still 
suspicion that Iraq may have sig- 
nificant quantities of high- 
enriched, weapons grade ura- 
nium. 

The U.N. Special Commission 
said on July 18. “there is much 
work to be done before any con- 
clusions can be reached about 
whether or not more equipment 
or material remain. ...it would be 
inappropriate for the commission 
to take the government of Iraq's 
statements at face value.” 

On the same day, U.S. Ambas- 
sador to the United Nations Tho- 
mas Pickering accused Iraq of 
continuing a "pattern of reckless 
defiance of the expressed will of 
the international community.” 

Many Iraqis, including public 
officials, did not believe there 
would be a war in January, when 
the allies gave Iraq until the 
middle of the month to withdraw 
from Kuwait. They were sur- 
prised there was no last-minute 


settlement to prevent six weeks of 
devastating bombing. 

The U.N. team which left Fri- 
day saying it believed Iraq had 
revealed all it could about its 
nuclear programme may influ- 
ence whether U.S. President 
George Bush and his key allies 
decide new fighting is necessary. 

“With the Americans not only 
prepared to take military action, 
but giving every appearance of 
being eager to do so. it would be 
surprising if there was not a cer- 
tain amount of nervousness in 
Baghdad as the July 25 deadline 
approaches,” said Mr. Snow. 

In Baghdad, people have been 
hoarding food, bottled gas for 
cooking and gasoline, just as they 
did in early January. Pickup 
trucks carrying empty tanks in the 
back tine up at gasoline stations. 

Thousands of Iraqis have gone 
to Jordan in the past couple of 
weeks, joining a steady stream 
that began when the wartime 
travel restrictions were eased on 
May IS. 


U.N. refugee head ‘shocked’ at Ethiopian deaths 


KEBRIBEYAH, Ethiopia (R)— 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees Sadoko Ogata has 
appealed for international aid to 
prevent thousands of Ethiopian 
refugees from starving to death in 
camps in the barren Ogaden re- 
gion. 

Aid workers say around 50 
people are dying each day at 
Kebribeyah alone, shelter to 
30.000 Ethiopians who have re- 
turned to their homeland from 
neighbouring Somalia since Janu- 
ary. 

They fled 13 years ago from 
war between the neighbouring 
states for this desert region in the 
southeast of Ethiopia, but civil 
war in Somalia forced them to 
return. 

“The camp for the returnees at 
Kebribeyah is much worse than I 
expected and people are dying 
due to lack of food.” Ms. Ogata 
told journalists after visiting the 
camp Monday. 

“I found the returnee situation 
very dismal and distressing and I 


will do the best I can to push the 
donor community to respond 
more favourably and compas- 
sionately,” she said. 

Ms. Ogata, a Japanese, 
appeared overwhelmed as 
thousands of emaciated men and 
women lined her way in the dusty 
makeshift camp, waving and call- 
ing her name in unison as a 
greeting. 

Most were accompanied by 
famished children, and some — 
appearing on the verge of death 
— could barely move. 

Sherif Ali Mohammad, 55 and 
a father of seven, said his family 
only received enough grain sup- 
plies for around 10 days a month. 
He had watched his wife and 
three other children starve to 
death. 

“There was nothing I could 
do." Mr. Sberif said. “For 20 
days of every month we have to 
scavenge tire bush for wild fruits 
or simply lie down and await 
death." 

Rita Bathia, a UNHCR nutri- 


tionaJist, said health care for 
young children was out of con- 
trol,' with nearly half of those 
under five expected to die of 
hunger. Many are already dead. 

Cecil Kpenou, UNHCR repre- 
sentative in Ethiopia said the 
UNHCR and U.N. World Food 
Programme had appealed for $15 
million to help the refugees. 

“But so far none has been 
received and their situation is 
deteriorating daily,” he said. 


Head of state named 


Ethiopia's national assembly 
has unanimously elected the 
country’s interim president, for- 
mer guerrilla chief Meles Zenawi, 
as head of state and government, 
state media reported. 

The Ethiopian News Agency 
said Tuesday Mr. Meles was 
elected unopposed by the 81- 
member assembly as president of 
the country's transitional govern- 
ment. It added that two other 
candidates had withdrawn ahead 


of the election Monday. 

A report on state television late 
Monday said Mr. Meles. who led 
the Ethiopian People’s Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF) to victory against for- 
mer President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam in May, was also elected 
head of state. 

Mr. Meles in an acceptance 
speech pledged to fulfil a national 
charter, adopted in early July at a 
conference of 24 political and 
ethnic groups, which would be a 
democratic blueprint for the 
country after 14 years of Marxist 
rule. 

“In the name of all those who 
sacrificed their lives for the cause 
of peace and democracy. I pledge 
myself to execute the heavy re- 
sponsibility bestowed upon me in 
all fairness and honesty," Mr. 
Meles was quoted as saying. 

The charter guarantees basic 
human rights, freedom of associa- 
tion and expression 3nd a large 
measure of autonomy for diffe- 
rent ethnic groups. 


‘Reagan 
administration 
ignored 
Syrian offer 
on hostages’ 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
confidential Defence Deparment 
memo says Syrian officials secret- 
ly offered to help get U.S. hos- 
tages out of Lebanon in the 1980s 
in exchange for better relations 
with the United States, a news- 
paper reports. 

But, according to the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner, the Reagan 
administration did not pursue the 
offers. 

The newspaper said it obtained 
the memo and published a story 
about it Sunday. 

Former U.S. security officials 
insist the Syrian offers were not 
genuine, but those who pursued 
the offers say the U.S. govern- 
ment did not investigate them 
enough to judge. 

According to the memo dated 
March 17, 1987, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Oliver North was among 
those told of the Syrian offer. At 
the time. Col. North was coordi- 
nating the Iran-contra deals that 
sent profits from secret arms sales 
to Iran to contra rebels in Nicar- 
agua despite a congressional ban 
on such aid. 


Congressional sources told the 
paper that members of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee are re- 
viewing the matter to determine 
whether a promising offer was 
ignored. 

According to the memo, a De- 
fence Deparment meeting took 
place March 16, 1987. among 
Lawrence Ropka. two of his 
assistants and U.S. businessman 
Robert Ladd and his attorney, 
Irving Jaffe. Mr. Ropka was prin- 
cipal deputy of Richard Armit- 
age, then assistant secretary of 
defence for international security 
affairs and now a State Depart- 
ment special negotiator. 


Polish ‘air bridge’ has shuttled 50,000 Soviet Jews to Israel 


WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
More than 50,000 Soviet Jews 
have used Poland as a gateway to 
Israel over the last year in an 
emigration operation largely kept 
hidden for security reasons, 
according to an Israeli managing 
the transit. 

The operation was hushed up 
for more than a year, with Polish 
and Israeli officials unwilling to 
discuss details. 

Each day up to 800 emigres, 
their possessions m bundles, ar- 
rive on trains and buses from the 
Soviet Union. They are met by 
the Jewish emigration agency, 
processed by passport agents 


brought to a secret hotel and put 
aboard planes for Israel, usually 
ali within 24 hours. 

“We make sure they see a nice 
Israeli smile and hear a 'shalom' 
and feel safe on their first day of 
freedom,” said Moshe Peled* an 
Israeli who returned to his native 
Poland in June 1990 to organise 
the “air bridge.” 

However, its general outline 
recently has become public. Pres- 
ident Lech Walesa discussed the 
emigration during his May visit to 
Israel, and Poland’s largest news- 
paper, Gazcta Wyborcza, this 
month carried a lengthy story on 
the emigration. 


Poland became one of the main 
links in the emigration of Soviet 
Jews after its first post- 
communist government restored 
full diplomatic ties with Israel in 
late February 1990. 


Emigrants are also moved 
through Bucharest. Budapest and 
Helsinki in shuttles made neces- 
sary because Israel and the Soviet 
Union do not have diplomatic 
relations - 


“It is OK with the (Polish) 
authorities as long as we don't 
disturb them,” Mr. Peled said in 
an interview at the cramped, two- 
room bureau that serves as the 


operation's Warsaw nerve centre. 

The Jewish Agency for Im- 
migration and Absorption avoids 
“hostility” from Poles by hiring 
Polish customs and passport 
agents to come to the emigrants' 
hotel, bypassing the airport en- 
tirely, Mr. Peled said. 

Israeli and Polish agents pro- 
vide security, and the hotels are 
changed regularly. 

With its 1 ,100-kolometre 
Soviet border. Poland is a re- 
latively easy and cheap destina- 
tion for Soviet Jews granted exit 
visas. 

About 260.000 of the two to 


three million Jews living in the 
Soviet Union have left since 1989 
— 118.000 this year alone. 

The number of refogees soared 
to a high of 800 a day during 
June, apparently because many 
feared Soviet passport rule 
changes would limit exit visas or 
extend the wait. 


As of July I . emigrating Jews 
are allowed to keep Soviet 
citizenship and return if they 
want. Mr. Peled said from 50 to 
125 are arriving daily in Warsaw 
now and he expects the number 
to level off at about 5,000 month- 
ly- 


Iraq to attend Islamic conference 
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Minister Ahmad Hussein 
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Turkish court bans new Communist party 

ANKARA. Turicey (AP) - 
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ing international pressure, Mr. Kutlu and Mr. Sargm decided to 
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Khartoum university closed after student killed j 

KHARTOUM (R) — Khartoum Universttyhas closed after a 
student was killed in clashes with riot police. The vice chancellat. 
Professor Mudaihir A1 Tingari, ordered the closure Sundayafter 
days of student demonstrations over plans to turn a student jtostej 
for men over to women students. The university has expelled 12 
students and suspended 10 for stirring up the trouble and trying to, 
turn the accommodation dispute into a political issue. Mr. Ttngan 
told the Tuesday edition of the government-owned newspaper At 
Ingaz AI Watani. The student, biology freshman Tariq Ibrahim 
from the White Mile town of Kosti, was killed in clashes at the 
main university campus and a women student was taken to 
hospital with injuries and later discharged, he said. The male 
students at the medical faculty rejected the new accommodation 
arrangements on the grounds that in their new quarters they 
would have to sleep eight to a room instead of four, university 
officials said. The dispute began at the faculty eight days ago and 
. dashes later spread to the main campus five kilometres away. 
Prof. Tmgari said he had dosed the university temporarily to 
prevent instability. He did not say when it would reopen. -The 
security forces have released all the students detained during the 
disturbances, newspapers said. 


Tremors jolt towns in western Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Several earthquakes jolted three Kurdish towns 
near Iran's border with Iraq but caused no damage or casualties, 
the Iranian news agency IRNA said Tuesday. Panicking residents 
rushed to the streets when three tremors jolted Baneh, 500 
kilometres west of Tehran, within nine minutes from it p.m. 
(1830 GMT) Monday, it said. There was no report on the 
intensity of the quakes. Another quake measuring 4.6 on fee 
Richter scale struck Piranshahr, 80 kilometres north of Baneb 
Monday morning. Mahabad, east of Priranshahr, was shaken 
Sunday night. Thousands of people in Tehran, frightened by a 
Chinese astrologer’s prediction that a strong earthquake would hit 
the capital, went outdoors Sunday. The forecast proved wroiig.. 


Businessmen return to Kuwait after straying 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) Two businessmen, one an American 
and fee other a Briton, have been returned to Kuwait after 
straying over the border into Iraq, diplomats and security officials 
said Tuesday. The two were reported missing last Thursday. 
Picked up by Iraqi security forces, they reportedly were que* 
tioned in the border town of Safwan and then turned over to 
representatives of fee International Committee of fee Red Cross 
Monday, said one official who insisted on anonymity. Bam 
Lowen. spokesman for fee British embassy here, said; “The 
missing British citizen has returned.” He declined to rive fee 

!? d “ ld he wa ? Pining to leave Kuwait soon. Mr. 
Lowen said the Briton and the American “were in some way 
connected wife the oil-field fires.” y 


Gorbachev joins calls for Cyprus conference 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev adc 
voice Monday to calls for an early international confers 
r«o|ve the Cypras dispute. But he aSSddSr T Tat 
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fee swch for joint resolutions which would satisfy all Cv 
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peaceful coexistence." Turkey. X* has 30 000 SSL? 
northern part of the divide troops 



rejects this, saying it would implicitly give the adminkm 

S:xr -» mih G-2KSSE 



JOR2SAH TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

19:00 

19:15 


19-JW 

20:00 

2£h3fl 

21:10 

22.-60 

22.2B 

Don’t wait up 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:07 . 


12:42 . 
16:23 . 
19:46 . 
28:17 . 



Church of the A ■— dUnn Tel. 
623541. 

Anglian Chorda Td. 6253S3. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chore* Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephrahn Chan* Tel. 771751. 
Amman In ttnmtt e m d anarch TcL 
685326. 

EraagdoJ Lotberan Cbarch Tel: 
811295. 

The Chmxh of Jena Christ at Latter- 
Day Saids Td. 823824. 654932. 
Chnreh of (he Nanreae Td. 675691. 


CHURCHES 


Sl Mar; of Nazareth Chard) S*tVhh, 

Tel. 810740 

AmabBes of Cod Chnreh, Td. 

632785. 

St- Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church ot the Annamctl floP Td. 

637440. 

Pt la SaSc Church Tel. 661757 
Totbums Chnreh Tel: 622366 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied br the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A drop in temperatures wifl take 
place and winds win be northwesterly 
inodente to fresh causing dost at 
times. In Aqaba. winds win be norther - 
ly moderate to fresh and seas wavy. 

Mia ./max. temp. 

Am min 17 1 28 

25/37 

19 / 35 

Jontaa Valley 23/35 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 39. Humafiiy readings: 
Amman 58 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. lssam AI Abki 679666 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 748364 

Dr. Tayseer Saadi 777636 

Dr. Add Amman 812148 

Rras Phrmacy 6619 12 

Fetdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAaema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shracsani pharmacy f 63766Q 

IRfUD: 

Dr. Zod AJ Bakri <— ) 

AI Sbxraa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA.- 

Df. Khamis AlJa'abari ( — ) 

KhaCfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 491228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubik Scanty Dcparunai 63C02I 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mumc^jaiixy 

CbtnpbifUs 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Oversea* Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouecn Afa'a Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813^32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkOch Maternity. J. Amn..., 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AV-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafa 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al'Muhajrecn 777I0MJ 

AJ- Bash it. J. Ashraffch T751 1 1C$ 

Anny. Maria 891611/15 

Q«xa Alia Hospital (02240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zsrqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Shu Hospital (09)986732 


0UUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AlNaTocs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital — (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordatuan ( RJ) ittformatioB depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08/53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

iW9 Damascas (RJ 1 

Ifc* Jeddah (RJ) 

10^9 Lames (RJ) 

Ub45 Dubai. Aba Dbabi (RJ 

Ihto Dofea. Bahrain (RJ) 

17** Madrid (RJ) 

I8KM .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
IfcM Cairo (RJ) 


JH* Istanbul (RJ) 

London, Bniasds (RJ) 

**“ Pans. Geneva (RJ) 

***** Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

i9M Rotne(RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 
J?" Benghazi ON) 

NNumns 

Royal Jordanian (FU) Flights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

Timis. Casablanca (RJ) 

huobul(RJ\ 

— ■ Amsterdam. New Yodc (RJ) 

™ London (RJ> 

Cairo (RJ) 

2J-H Aha Dhabi (Rj\ 

2,s3B Caicatta, Bangfcc* $U) 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 

£* Lanaka(CY) 

— Sanaa (IY) 



Apf ^ )pa ^ ower f*** 

Si*: 

__.wS- 



WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 1991 


1’? .'‘'MJnfeter Tahtr Maari xn©t Tues- 
T, i With a. delegation represent- 

%■ j .3 Imms.- J wfanian iabocr tmipns- 
^ was hed in 

1 1 -. presence of the Minister of 

: r.^^'X4MBT and dx Patna Mfeisbry 
AbdiU Karim Daghnri. 
i^^&cmsed Ae, issue of the muons’ 
k Jordan in fight' of the 

h v ‘government’s policy statement 
;’; C - jpfeseflted to fhe tower House of 
- :-, -Pariaunent recently, particularly 
•* thenew labour law that conforms 
. with the democraiisatioft process 
in ^ordan. ' 

V . ; . Mir. Masri was briefed by mem- 
; heirs of the delegation on prob- 
fc lem^ facing labourers and soln- 

t|pns to these problems. _ . 

: The prime minister stressed 
ftt what was mentioned on the policy 
V statement regarding -labour un- 
** j ions and said be considered this 
4 ; - meeting as a starting point for 
Bfc • i - serious work. 

Pt He emphasised the .important 
^ ; role the labour unions could play 
air - in 'replacing foreign labourers in 
. ■ Jordan with Jordanian citizens 
; . ‘‘through breaking up the psycho- 
tsg ; logical barrier which stands bo- 
ok ; tween diem and fUlmg some jobs 
Ity o cc up i ed by foreignera.” ... 

1. . Mr. Masri reviewed with the 
.delegation the current situation in 
the Middle East and the latest 
■ developments on the Palestinian 
issue and the U.S. efforts to solve 
t* : it. 

54 ; * He affirmed Jordan’s prind* 
be ' jded stand on the Middle East 
Id: problem, which is based on solv- 

ent mg it on the basis of international 
ri® legitimacy and the implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
b 4 . ' Resolutions 242 and 338. 

»Sf • On Monday, Mr. Masri met 
tor ' . with the presidents of the Jorda- 
k * ! . nian Professional Associations 
odt ; and discussed with them the role 
J5t ; of their associations in serving 
m • Jordanian society. . 
agot Mr. Masri also reviewed the 
s a 1 government's policy statement 
•aii 1 presented to the Lower House of 
cn.’ ; Parliament recently and the im- 
n™l--4i plementation of His Majesty 
King Huasem’s directives, *" 


ROYAL SHOW: The Royal Falcons wfll perform in honour of King Hussein 

Gliding club to mark anniversary of 
King’s accession to the throne 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Jordanian Gliding Qub (RJGC) 
will this year mark the 
anniversary of His Majesty King 
Hussein's accession to the throne 
with a special festival by plane 
gliders, the first of its kind in the 
Kingdom, according to an 
announcement here Tuesday by 
the club’s Director* Ziyad 

Rahahteh. 

Lt. CoL Rahahleh told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
the festival which will be held in 
the first half of the coming 
month, will include air and 
ground shows displaying various 
types of military and civilian 
planes. 

Taking part in the festival are 
the Royal Jordanian Air Force; 


Royal Jordanian, the national air 
carrier; The Arab Wings: the 
Royal Jordanian Air Academy; 
the Royal Falcons Qub and the 
Public Security Department; 
which will display some of its 
police helicopters. 

According to Lt. Col. 
Rahahleh, Air Force planes and 
helicopters together with those 
belonging to the Royal Falcons 
dubs and the RJGC will present ' 
aerial shows and free falls by 
parachutes over Amman. He said 
that the public will be invited to 
fly in some of these aircraft for* 
nominal fee. 

The festival will be organised 
for three days at Amman Civil _ 
Airport. 

According to Lt. Col. 


Rahahleh, the RJGC was estab- 
lished in 1986 upon King Hus- 
sein’s directives and is affiliated 
to the Royal Air Academy. The 
present membership, according 
to Lt. Col. Rahahleh. is 150. 

The aim of the dub, he said, is 
, to spread knowledge about avia- 
tion among the various groups of 
Jordanian citizens and to encour- 
age them to leam to fly planes 
through the dub. 

Those undergoing training nor- 
mally pay nominal fees for their 
courses and their number is on 
the increase, he added. 

One of the dub’s instructors, 
Riyad A1 Tal. said that 200 Jorda- 
nians have already been trained 
in plane gliding. The total num- 


ber 0 / people flying in the club’s 
craft to have a view of Amman has 
now reached 5,000. 

The dub is willing to expand its 
operations and offer as many 
opportunities as possible for ail 
people, Mr. Tal said. 

He said that the instructors at 
the dub are all Jordanian pilots 
with high qualifications who took 
pan in gliding competitions held 
in Britain and Germany. 

The RJGC, according to Mr. 
Tal, is the second dub of its kind 
in the entire Middle East. Its 
operations and activities, he said, 
have received encouragement 
and suppon from His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Ibn A1 
Hussein, who chairs the Club’s 
Board of Directors. 


Symposium blames Arab 
regimes siding with West as 
main culprits of Gulf war 


U.N. advisor commends Jordan on 
environmental protection efforts 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in a two-day symposhim on the 
GuK crisis’ causes and results 
Tuesday diseased a working pap- 
er dealing with the consequences 
of tire crisis on the Palestine 
problem. . 

The Gulf war had its shocking 
and de trim en t a l ; effect oil Che 
. spirit of the Arab and Islamic 
nations', which feh totally hanult- 
ated-and in total despair, said tbe- 
; paper presen ted ixy Dr. Moham- 
• mad Ovireida from the University 
of Jordan. 

The Gulf war presented the 
true nature, of tire struggle be- 
. tween tire Western colonial ideol- 
ogy and culture versus that of the 
Arab and. Islamic .nation. It also 
displayed tire Western powers de- 
termination to obliterate Arab 
. military strength and dissipate the 
nation’s wealth to keep the 
Arabs mid the Muslims in total 
disarray so that the United Stares 
-can be. the sole superpower, 
according , to the paper. 

The paper also pointed out that 
tbe consequences of the war' 

' would encourage the Israelis to 
; become 'more arrogant, taking a 
; more adamant position with re- - 
gard to peace, particularly in the 
wake of the end of the Palestinian . 
military prtseticem -Lebanon and 
Palestinian political strength in 
the Gulf region. . 

The paper said the Israelis, 
who continue to occupy Arab 
lands with -encouragement from 
the Western nations, are bound 
to .take fresh measures to stifle 
the Palestinian uprising and 
accelerate the process of settling 
Jews in occupied ‘ Palestine. 

Bnt apart frorn this, the Gulf 
war had its positive effect in that 
tire war exposed to the Arab and 
Muslim masses those regimes, 
political parties and. groups that 
used to raise empty slogans, pro- 
viding 1 them traitors to the Arab 
causes, Mr. Oweidafc noted in bis 
peper:, . . 

' Furthermore, the Golf war re- 
snited tn a stronger Israeli stand' 
and- a- weaker Western postion. 

. with -..regard to Israeli intraasi- 
gence and showed beyond a 
dotfety . 

tfcdbnfoe standard tbe Western 
J^Mtuiopt with regard to va- 
"Pra aorid issues. . 

^ B^feJftgates, gathered at tire 
-Hotel in Amman, 

- paper by Dr. 
from Egyptwho 
imbalances created 

*^3®cfee East as it result of 


Imbalance has emerged at the 
indrvidoai and regional levels 
with regard to security, said the 
paper. 

One of the casualties of the 
Gulf war was the Arab League's 
Joint Defence Pact; which was 
originally set op in order to main- 
tain stability fa the region. Tbe 
paper said that the war also re- 
sulted in the emergence of only 
one superpower which can press- 
ure the Arab countries to recog- 
nise Israel and end their econo- 
mic boycott of die Jewish state, 
thus paving the ground for a new 
colonial era in tbe region. 

A third paper, which tackled 
the effect of the Gulf crisis on tbe 
Arab order, said that the crisis 
has caused deep rifts within the 
- Arab World and that could not 
have happened had not some 
Arab regimes been m collusion 
with the Zionists and tbe colonial 
powers. The paper, by Dr. 
Abdullah A1 Nogrush from the 
University of Jordan, said that 
.the coming years would reveal 
those regimes which colluded 
with the Western colonialist pow- 
ers incieaH of siding with their 
Arab brothers. 

The paper expressed the view 
that the Arab countries had been 
independent in name only, but 
that genuine independence 
should start with the Arabs aim- 
ing towards undying so that they 
can affect world affairs. 

The paper blamed Arab and 
Islamic regimes for failing to 
work to safeguard tbe interests of 
their own people and for prefer- 
ring to become an easy tool in die 
hands of the aggressors. 

A paper submitted to 'the con- 
ference by Jordanian Economist 
Fahd Ai Fanek said that the 
Kingdom was in need to S1Q.5 
billion to absorb the Jordanian 
and Palestinian expatriates re- 
turning to Jordan from the Gulf 
region in tbe wake of tire war. 

Dr. Fanek said that Jordan mil 
be fe nced of $7.5 billion in order 
to provide education and health 
services, water, electric power, 
transport and communications. 
Tbe estimate takes into account 
that the economic cost for the 
absorption of each individual is 
JD 10,000. 

The paper also dealt with the 
effects of the Gulf war on the 
Arab World in general and the 
Jordanian national economy in 
particular. He said that tbe King- 
dom was in need of S3 billion to 

find, employment for tbe expatri- 
ates. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Unlike most 
of the Third Work) countries. 
Jordan is concerned about pro- 
tecting the environment and it is 
to be praised for establishing a 
special government department 
to take charge of this matter, 
according to an advisor to the 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNDP) now touring 
Arab countries. 

The advisor, Sirrel Khitera 
Khalifa — who has been touring 
part of Jordan and meeting with 
officials to discuss questions re- 
lated to the protection of the 
environment, said that many of 
the Third World’s countries are 
plagued by a heavy population 
density and lade sufficient means 
to carry out proper national en- 
vironmental policies. 

Mr. Khalifa told the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, that his 


current visit to Jordan and the 
other Arab states was aimed at 
examining national efforts to 
promote environmental educa- 
tion in schools and to offer UNEP 
assistance in protecting the en- 
vironment. 

Jordan has already taken steps 
towards protecting its environ- 
ment and Jordanians are showing 
noticeable concern over pollu- 
tion, said Mr. Khalifa. 

Mr. Khalifa, who earlier met 
with Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Salim Al Zoubi and Minis- 
ter of Education Eid Dahiyaf, has 
been visiting a number of regions 
where environmental protection 
projects are being implemented. 

He discussed with Mr. Zoubi 
Jordan’s national environment 
strategy, which will be completed 
next month. 


Mr. Khalifa said that many 
Third World countries lack 
awareness about the need to pro- 
tect the environment and do not 
provide facilities to U.N. and 
international organisations which „ 
seek to fight pollution. Mr. Khali- 
fa urged Third World nations to 
cooperate with these organisa- 
tions to find solutions to environ- 
mental issues that plague tbe 
world at large. 

Referring to the situation in the 
Gulf and the effects of the war on 
the environment, Mr. Khalifa 
said to date there are no surveys 
and studies proving that the Golf 
war had a negative impact on tbe 
region's environment as a whole. 

Mr. Khalifa « currently on a 
toor that would take him to Syria, 
Yemen and Bahrain on similar 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday sent a cable to Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to congratulate him on the 39th 
anniversary of the June 23 Revolution. King 
Hussein wished Mr. Mubarak continued good 
health and happiness and the Egyptian people 
further progress and prosperity. 

King meets Armed Forces officials 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein, 
the supreme commander of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, Tuesday visited the General Command 
of the Aimed Forces where he was received by 
Chief of Staff Fathi Abu Taleb, his assistants, the 
commander of the Royal Air Force and the 
inspector general. King Hussein held a meeting 
with Gen. Abu Taleb and discussed with him 
issues of concern to the Armed Forces. 


raising the standards of teachers in private sector 
schools as their countrerparts in the government 
schools and to give them the right to have the 
Royal “makrumah” (university scholarships) to 
the teachers’ sons and daughters. 

Lower House to meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of 
Parliament will hold a meeting Wednesday under 
the chairmanship of House Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat and in tbe presence of Prime Minister 
Taher Masri and the cabinet members. The 
house is scheduled to discuss the legal commit- 
tee's resolutions on an amendment to the Martyrs 
Fund Law for the year 1990 and the Penal Codes 
Law for 1990. The committee met Tuesday under 
tbe chairmanship of Deputy Hussein MjaUi and 
approved the National Economy Protection Law 
after adding to it an article pertaining to ending ' 
the regulations of martial law, which was later 
rejected by the committee. 


King awards medal to ambassador Chamber to open new office 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday conferred Al Istklal Medal of tbe Hist 
Order on the outgoing Bahraini ambassador to 
Jordan, Ibrahim Aii Ibrahim, in recorgnition of 
his efforts in improving Jordanian-Bahraini rela- 
tions. Mr. Ibrahim was presented with the medal 
by Foreign Minister Abdullah Ensour at a special 
ceremony held in his honour at Hotel Jordan 
. Intercontinental. 

Deputy requests review of fees 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament 
Deputy Saad Haddadin of tbe Madaba consti- 
tuency has asked die House to review the 
departure fees paid at Jordanian airports by 
travellers abroad and to make the fees prop- 
ortional to tire prices of the tickets and the 
-destinations. In a memorandum sent to the 
House Speaker, Deputy Haddadin also called for 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The board of directors of the 
Amman Chamber of Industry decided to open an 
office at Amman Industrial Estate in Sahab, 
south of Amman. The decision aims at facilitat- 
ing official procedures at the industrial estate and 
in areas surrounding it. The number of establish- 
ments at the industrial estate is estimated at more 
than 200. 

U.N. employees to visti Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian expatriate, 
Mohammad Amin Abdul Rubb, arrived in Am- 
man from Geneva Tuesday on a working visit to 
the Kingdom. During his stay in Amman, Dr. 
Abdul Rubb will prepare a programme for a 
tourist visit to Jordan by a delegation comprising 
employees of tire United Nations Headquarters 
in Geneva. The delegation will visit several 
tourist and archaeological sites in Jordan. 


PNC speaker announces 
He will not seek- reelection 


By Oddi Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The speaker of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), Sheikh Abdul Hamid Al 
Sayeh. announced Tuesday that 
he does not wish 10 run for the 
post again in the coming PNC 
elections, expected to be held in 
September. 

Sheikh Sayeh told AI Ra'i and 
the Jordan Times that whether 
serving in a prominent post or in 
his capacity as an ordinary citizen 
he would be serving the Palesti- 
nian cause. New Palestinian 
blood will enter the PNC in the 
coming elections and the new 
elements will represent all 
Palestinian groups and sectors. 
Sheikh Sayeh said. 

He stressed that some of the 
Palestinian factions and popular 
groups and unions have already 
star naming their candidates 


for the coming PNC membership JEMBJP 111 
elections. Sntpr 

But, he said, the new PNC tj n pa 

would not include more than 452 «BU 

members who represent the KM 

Palestinian people in and outside .* \ f \ 

the occupied Arab territories. . 

A special committee preparing , 
for the PNC's coming meeting is 
due to meet in Tunis in the . y ' — '**■ 

coming week to pave the way for v 

elections, which are going to be WK 

held in the Tunisian capital. The ~ 

committee, he said, groups repre- 'jBlflllil 

sentatives of various Palestinian 

political factions. H 

Sheikh Sayeh, who resides in 
Amman, said that the general 
conditions prevailing in the 
Palestinian lands and the press- 
ures being exercised on the 
Palestinian people require the 

speeding up of the election pro- Abdnl BanM M Sayeh 
cess. He said that the coming Palestinian people's national 

PNr ta/fll until tka n.nAA it ^A#1IAC or thfk 


Abdul Hamkl Al Sayeh 


PNC will have to deal with the 
question of crystallising the 


. — — ■ — 1 — 

orientation since it serves as the 
Palestinian Parliament in exile. 


Quality of salt produced in Jordan 
being questioned as foreign firm 
considers entering local market 


By Maha Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A great deal of 
controversy surrounds the ques- 
tion of whether table salt pro- 
duced in Jordan meets the highest 
possible standards and if alterna- 
tive methods of refining salt will 
improve its quality. 

Informed sources at AI Azrak 
refinery said that many com- 
plaints about the salt produced 
there have been addressed to 
them. Many complaints claim 
that the salt is reddish in tincture 
and not the high quality white 
colour it should be. But the man- 
ager of tbe Al Azrak refinery, 
Farhat Al Akraa, said that the 
salt that is of poor quality did not 
come from Al Azrak. 

“There is an amount of salt 
marketed under the Azrak refin- 
ery's name that comes from tbe 
Dead Sea area and is marketed 
illegally. The people doing that 
are not selling salt that is of good 
quality. What is happening is that 
we are getting the blame for the 
poor quality.” Mr. Al Akraa 
said, adding that these “illegal” 
producers have been traced and 
legal action will be taken against 
them. 

Mr. Al Akraa said that Al 
Azrak refinery was always ready 
to make tberr salt better. 

“We intended to improve our 
salt long before we received com- 
plaints about poorly processed 
salt marketed in our name (which 


we wrongfully got the blame for). 
But there were many obstacles 
that prevented this,” Mr. Al 
Akraa said, citing January of 
1990 as the date previously 
chosen for the tender. 

“The person who decided to 
put down a tender in January of 
1990 died before the tender was 
placed and tbe idea died with 
him,” Mr. Al Akraa said. “Then 
when tbe Gulf crisis began the 
time for a bid did not seem 
appropriate,” be said. 

“Now tbe time seemed suit- 
able,” he said, adding that salt 
taken from ground deposits from 
Al Azrak was found to be even 
bettem than Dead Sea salt. And 
since salt was plentiful in Al 
Azrak, it was decided that there 
was no need for a salt refinery 
near the Dead Sea area. It was 
also decided that improving the 
salt refining process in Al Azrak 
would produce the best possible 
table sah. 

Al Azrak salt refinery m east 
Amman is the only such refinery 
in Jordan and it produces 120 
tonnes of refined salt jdaily. 
According to Mr. Al Afcraa^ the 
average consumption of Jordan is 
24 tonnes each day. 

Only 12 tonnes of Jordan's salt 
neerk are provided by Al Azrak 
refinery. TTie rest is provided by 
the Arab Potash Company 
(A PC). This salt is also of very 
high quality and it is a by-product 
to potash. 

Tbe APC markets some of the 


salt it produces through Al Azrak 
refinery as part of a written 
agreement between the two par- 
ties specifying that APC could 
sell the table salt it produces at 
competitive market prices to local 
areas. 

Informed sources who prefer- 
red anonymity said that this 
agreement has worked well so far 
as the APC does not pose a threat 
as a competitor to the Azrak salt 
refinery. But this may change. 

According to informed sources 
at the APC, tbe issue is being 
reevaluated because of possible 
new competition. 

“There is a Swiss company 
undergoing a feasibility study on 
salt production in Jordan. This 
company, Krebbs, is stodying the 
possibility of making high quality 
industrial salt as well as a possible 
project to make the quality table 
salt,” a source said. “If the table 
salt project is adopted, the Azrak 
salt refinery may have a competi- 
tor. The negative attitude in this 
case is being raised by the work- 
ers at the Azrak refinery to whom 
this refinery is the sole source of 
income.” 

“So far, no definite plans have 
been made but we are already 
receiving (complaints) about the 
idea. Whether the table salt pro- 
ject will be taken on remains to 
be seen,” the source said. 

“Krebb’s study will be com- 
pleted in four months. That is 
when we will know,” the source 
added. 


JD 8m allocated for Improvement of medical services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment has allocated JD 8 million 
to cany out the first phase of a 
plan for the improvement and 
expansion of health and medical 
services in the Kingdom, accord- 
ing to Health Minister Mamdonh 
Al Abbadi. 

The minister was quoted by Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday as* 
saying that the plan was in tine 


with the new government’s poli- 
cies as pledged before Parliament 
during the vote of confidence 
session. 

According to the plan, the gov- 
ernment plans to set up two new 
hospitals, one in Yajouz between 
Amman and Zarqa with 100 beds 
at the cost of JD 2 million and the 
other at Detr Abi Saeed in the 
Irbid Governors te with a 50-bed 




capacity costing JD 1.5 million. 

Also according to the plan, 19 
health centres will be set up in 
different areas this year while 
new annexes will bemadded to the 
Maan and Gbor Al Safi hospitals 
at a total estimated cost of JD 
800,000 to boost health services 
in view of the growing demand. 

He said that the first phase of 
the work is due to start soon. 
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COMPUTER GRAPHICS DEMONSTRATION 


The French Embassy in Amman & Muhanna Engineering 
House (MEHCO) Have the pleasure to announce the 
demonstration for Computer graphics provided by 
Getris Images, a leading French Company in this field . 
The demonstration will be held at : 

Zi Amra Hotel 

. Nabatean Suite between 9 a.m. - 1p.m. 

\ SATURDAY 27TH JULY 1991 

Such systems are of great interest for planning 
architecture, advertising, graphic designers and 
broadcasting corporations . 

The GETRIS-IMAGES system use direct personnel 
computer interfaces to drive graphic tablets and video 
monitors to provide the user with the necessary 
creative freedom . 

They give to all participants the opportunity to produce 
logos and titles for their companies. 
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eeting the needs of Iraq 

2 


U.S. President George Bush's statement that Washington is 
considering e asing the international sanctions a ga i ns t Iraq is 
welcome news coupled with reports that there is consensns 
among tbe members of tbe United Nations Security Council 
Hint tbe Iraqi people stand in urgent need of food 
medicine. 

St may be a useless exercise to remind the Bush 
Administr ation and its anti-Iraq allies in Europe and 
elsewhere that earing of the sanctions to allow Iraq to raise 
wMngh fM to pay for its food and medicine needs should 
have come much earlier. But judg ing from tbe shape of 
things in the Security Council and indications that a firm 
derision in favour of Iraqxoold be as far away as three 
weeks from now, it is imperative to said the world powers 
tbe message that no more feet-dragging could be allowed in 
gasiinrlng that the Iraqi people meet their urgent needs. 

Even today, it could be too late for hundreds of thousands 
of women and children in Iraq to save themselves from the 
damages caused by months of malnutrition and shortage of 
medicine. The situation has already left deep scars in tbe 
Iraqi society, and it will take years before any semblance of 
normality is restored. 

It may not mean much to Washington or its allies, but for 
us in the Arab Work! it is dear that the innovative spirit and 
the instinct for survival among the Iraqi people have held 
the society together for so long under the hard-biting effects 
of the sanctions coupled with the devastation that the war 
has left behind. 

We hope that there is enough sincerity and goodwill 
among the world powers grouped in the Security Council to 
understand the presang need to adopt immediate action to 
ensure that the deterioration of the situation in Iraq is 
brought to a halt. It is not enough to express words of 
understanding; what the Iraqi people need is action — 
urgent action. 



ARABIC FREES COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i daily Tuesday reaffirmed Jordan's stand vis-a-vis the 
economic boycott imposed on Israel and said that Israel's 
occupation is illegal and that Arabs have the right to take 
whatever measures necessary to force the aggressors to evacuate 
occupied lands. The paper said that it is an Arab duty to hold on 
to the boycott regulations as long as the occupation exists and as 
long as the Israelis continue to build settlements on Arab-owned 
land in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Judging from the speed 
in building the Jewish settlements, one can only conclude that the 
Zionists have no intention of giving up occupied Arab land and 
are not concerned with the implementation of the international 
legitimacy and the U.N. Security Council resolutions, the paper 
noted. Therefore, the paper said, it is only natural for the Arabs 
to hold on to the regulations of the economic boycott of Israel and 
it is only just to demand that the Israelis halt the construction of 
settlements and the evacuation of all occupied Arab territories.* 
These are the minimum demands acceptable to the Arabs who 
want to see Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 im- 
plemented in full, otherwise there can be no chance for a just 
peace in the region, the paper continued. Stopping the building of 
settlements, withdrawal of Israeli troops from occupied Arab 
territories and respect for the international legitimacy are all 
rightful demands by the Arabs who have accepted the idea of 
swapping land for peace, (he paper said. The paper said that it is 
only within this concept that justice can be achieved and peace 
can be secured. 

Despite the atmosphere of optimism created by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Balter following his talks with the Israeli leaders, it is 
clear that his mission in Israel was stemmed and he did not secure 
the Israeli government's acceptance of the U.S. administration's 
initiative, A1 Dustoor daily said Tuesday. The paper said that 
Israel seems to be holding on to its pre-conditions before any 
peace conference can be convened and it is clear that tbe United 
States is allowing the Israelis to have all the time they need before 
taking a final decision. But, the paper pointed out, that the U.S. 
administration is allowing that to happen while realising that the 
Shamir government is only stalling and is not willing to enter the 
peace negotiations to reach a settlement. The United States, 
which was pressuring the Arabs to give their replies to its peace 
initiative, is dealing differently with the Israelis who refuse the 
American plan and continue to reject the bid for peace, the paper 
added. In view' of the situation, we find ourselves face to face with 
continued Israeli intransigence and continued occupation and 
continued building of settlements on Arab land, with the United 
States condoning such policies and encouraging the Israelis to 
‘hold on to the occupied Arab territories, the paper noted. It said 
that the United States is not benefiting from this golden 
opportunity to overcome the last stumbling block and achieve 
peace and security in the region. 


Economic Forum 


Bv D«*. Abdalia - Mallei 


Unemployment again and again 


NOT only inflation is here to stay, but so is unemployment. This 
is unfortunately a fact of economic life, that has to be reckoned 
with if any realistic solutions are to be worked out in order to 
alleviate these economic woes and make life more tolerable with 
them. 

Annual price increases of less than five per cent are difficult to 
be attained on a sustainable basis. That is what we mean by saying 
that inflation is here to stay. Even if that very ambitious goal is 
attained, we still will have to live with the costs of living, that have 
become pretty high both on their own and compared with income 
levels. 

Linguistically speaking, full employment is a term which can be 
entirely deceiving. Finding a job for every job-seeker is virtually not 
possible, so that the state of full employment refers to a situation 
where unemployment rate is not more than three per cent, and 
even not more than five per cent according to certain modern 
schools of thought. This is what is called the natural rate of 
unemployment, meaning that at any level of economic activity, 
there are bound to be persons who do not find jobs for a variety of 
reasons. 

In its ministerial statement, the government made a promise to 
tackle the problem of unemployment in words which can be easily 


misunderstood by the man in the street as to mean that this 
problem will not be with us in the short or medium terms. The 
deputies also raised this issue in a context which suggested that 
they believed the government could really resolve it if only it was. 
serious about that. Both notions are not realistic and misleading. 
The unemployment problem will nor be resolved before our 
economic policy and development strategy undergo profound 
change. 

The textbook conventional wisdom has it that unemployment is 
solved through labour-intensive projects. This is right, provided it 
is correctly interpreted as to duely allow for the particular 
circumstances of the concerned country. Now. what does this 
mean to Jordan? 

With a very shallow industrial base and potential, obtaining 
mainly from a narrow domestic market and poor energy sources, 
any employment "revolution" must start from the agricultural 
sector. Services constitute another point of departure. 

The agricultural diagnosis is veiy simple. There are plenty of 
jobs in agr iculture which are engaged by imported labour. These 
jobs suffice to absorb all unemployed Jordanians who shy away 
from them because our agricultural sectors not modem enough. 
The working conditions are commonly so harsh and tough to the 


extent that Jordanians flock from them away to the * mercy” of 
unemployment. The modernisation of Jordan, an agriculture * 
whaTwe need. This does not include only techn.cai.ties ^produc- 
tion methods varieties, agricultural extension, credit, marketing) 
but also providing the infrastructure (roads, utilities, etc,) that 
makestife in our farms, villages and countryside more pleasant. 
EaS or easier said? May be. But unemployment also is not an 
"easy”°national problem and it is really worth the effort, money 

field of action is services sectors which are labour- 
intensive bv nature. Tourism is the outstanding example. Given 
the foreign exchange-saving potential of tourism and our present 
situation of foreign-exchange stringency, the tourism sector _ may 
be now the best candidate to be given pnonty for tije sake of 
tackling the unemployment problem in the short and medium 
term. Beyond that, other services sectors can make a valuable 

In our estimation, emphasising agriculture and tourism and 
giving them due development priority can solve our joblessness 
headache over a period of not less than a decade .But this needs a 
dramatic shift in our official economic thinking. The alternative is 
a continuous national nightmare. 
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Israel faces ultimate question — land or peace 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

KUALA LUMPUR — In its 43 
years of existence, Israel has al- 
ways professed to yearn for one 
thing above all others — peace 
talks with its Arab neighbours. 

Now Secretary of State James 
Baker is putting that claim to the 
ultimate test. 

“I think that this is a moment 
of historic opportunity,” Mr. 
Baker told a news conference in 
Jerusalem before flying to 
Malaysia for a meeting with 
Asian foreign ministers. 

“For 43 years, Israel has sought 
direct negotiations with its neigh- 
bours and it has been right to do 
so.” he said. 

“And now there is a real 
opportunity to get to those face- 
to-face negotiations. Israel now 
has Arab partners willing to en- 
gage in direct negotiations.” 

By lining up ail Israel's impor- 
tant allies behind his proposal for 
an Arab-Israeli peace conference 
to be followed immediately by 
‘ bilateral negotiations, Mr. Baker 
has challenged Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir to prove 
that peace is indeed his top prior- 
ity. 

Mr. Shamir now faces a diffi- 
cult choice. Whichever way he 
turns carries grave political risks. 

Saying “yes” to Mr. Baker 
could ignite a political storm in 
Israel where many of Mr. Sha- 
mir’s right-wing supporters fear 
that negotiations with Arabs 
would inevitably lead to an Israeli 
withdrawal from territories cap- 
tured in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

Mr. Shamir himself has de- 
voted much of his life and all his 


political career to the idea of a 
“greater Israel.” He believes the 
occupied West Bank should re- 
main in Israeli hands for security 
reasons and many of his followers 
believe it was bequeathed to the 
Jews by God. 

But saying “no” to Mr. Baker 
may carry even more serious con- 
sequences. 

It would expose Israel's stated 
desire for peace as no more than 
an empty slogan it would alienate 
support for Israel in world public 
opinion and it would place 
Israel's relationship with the Un- 
ited States, its chief banker and 
ally, in grave jeopardy. 

It might also mobilise Israel's 
silent majority which, according 
to opinion polls, has always 
favoured peace talks with Arabs 
if there were any Arabs ready to 
talk. 

One advantage of Mr. Baker's 
latest mission was that with Arab 
agreement to attend talks in his 
pocket, he was able for the first 
time to engage Israeli public 
opinion. In his Jerusalem news 
conference, he was clearly 
appealing to ordinary Israelis 
above tbe heads of their leaders. 

In these circumstances, U.S. 
officials believe Mr. Shamir will 
eventually say "yes” though the 
answer may be a qualified one. 
But these officials believe an un- 
precedented Middle East peace 
conference will indeed convene, 
probablv some time in autumn. 

“What Mr. Shamir heard Sun- 
day night from Mr. Baker... has 
made it very difficult for him to 
reject the American proposal and 
keep intact American goodwill, 
so vital for Israel, for the new 
immigrants and for the ruling 
Likud Party.” wrote Aktva 



>r. *. 


Eldar, diplomatic correspondent 
of Israel's liberal Ha’aretz news- 
paper. 

“For the first time, Shamir 
appeared to realise that he could 
no longer rely on Arab rejection- 
ism and that he had to make a 
move.” 

Mr. Baker succeeded in per- 
suading Arab states like Saudi 
Arabia. Egypt. Jordan. Lebanon 
and most of all Israel's arch- 
enemy Syria to back his proposal 
for many reasons, not least his 
persistence and astuteness in 


crafting a process that fit in with 
Israel's long-stated demands. 

He said the U.S. effort had 
been designed to do three things: 
produce direct negotiations, con- 
struct a process acceptable to 
Israel and to foster a positive 
climate for negotiations. 

“In our view we have done all 
three,” he said. 

But there were also deeper 
geopolitical realities. The emerg- 
ence of the United States as the 
world's only superpower and the 


decline in Soviet power helped 
persuade Syria to join a process 
that promised a new relationship 
with Washington. 

The U.S. victory in the Gulf 
war removed Iraq as a radical 
Arab voice with real influence 
that could have focused and 
chanelled rejectionist opinion in 
the Arab World. 

It also created a debt of grati- 
tude to Washington for Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the other 
oil-rich Gulf states while almost 
totally discrediting the Palestine 


Liberation Organisation. 

With the PLO out of the way, 
Israel no longer had an excuse to 
avoid negotiations , with: local 
Palestinian leaders from the occu- 
pied territories. 

The conference itself, should it 
take place, will inaugurate nego- 
tiations that are bound to be long 
and difficult. 

But Mr. Baker now believes he 
has real momentum. Once the 
parties are around the table, he 
believes, nothing in the Middle 
East will ever be the same again. 
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Question Glaspie’s superiors 


By Leslie H. Gelb 

NEW YORK — The real 
blunderer in the fateful weeks 
before Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
was not Ambassador April Glas- 
pie but President George Bush, 
and/or top aides acting in his 
name. The senators who are ab- 
out to investigate the martcr 
should look beyond the weak 
messenger to the senders and 
their message. 

Here is what is now evident 
based on the previously secret 
telegrams that flashed between 
Washington and Baghdad one 
year ago. 

First, as Mr. Saddam Hussein's 
threats against Kuwait mounted, 
the State Department instructed 
Ms. Glaspie to give the Iraqis a 
conciliatory message punctuated 
with a few indirect but significant 
warnings. 

Second. Ms. Glaspie apparent- 
ly omitted the warnings and simp- 
ly slobbered ail over Mr. Hussein 
in their meeting on July 25. while 
the Iraqi leader threatened 
Kuwait anew. 

Third, on July 28, just days 
before the Iraqi attack, Mr. Bush 
responded to Mr. Hussein with 
an echo of the weak Glaspie line. 
The response lacked even the 
hints of steel present in the ori- 
ginal State Department instruc- 
tions and, inexplicably, did not 
mention the 1 00,000 Iraqi troops 
spotted on the border. 

This all becomes public now as 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, with the long-sought 
telegrams finally in hand, is 
poised to skewer Ms. Glaspie. 
The coming confrontation was trig- 
gered last fall when Iraq released 
a transcript of the Glaspie-Saddam 
conversation that contained no 
U.S. warnings. 

Summoned before the commit- 
tee to explain. Ms. glaspie denied 
the transcript's accuracy and in- 
sisted that she had been tough. 
Next time, she will stand by that 
line and say that her telegram, 
which often contradicts her testi- 
mony. focused on Mr. Hussein's 
thinking and not on her tough 


rejoinders. Committee members 
will find that hard to believe. Her 
telegram is virtually identical in 
substance to the Iraqi transcript. 
And she never flagged the incom- 
pleteness of her telegram in pre- 
vious testimony. 

Ms. Glaspie deserves a strong 
reprimand for her misleading 
testimony, but the more impor- 
tant story is in the other tele- 
grams. 


"On July 28, the 
State Department 
wired what it identi- 
fied as a message 
to President Sad- 
dam from President 
Bush. State’s Arab 
experts wrote it, no 
one seems to recall 
who approved it or 
if Mr. Bush saw it. 
‘We believe that dif- 
ferences are best 
resolved by peace- 
ful means, 1 it said. 
‘We will also con- 
tinue to support our 
other friends in the 
region.’" 

On July 19. Stale asked Ms. 
Glaspie to stress friendship with 
Iraq but also say that the United 
States was “committed to ensure 
the free flow of oil from the Gulf 
and to support the sovereignty 
and integrity of the Gulf states.” 
Indirect, but good. It went on: 
"We will continue to defend our 
vital interests in the Gulf.” Better 
sill. It added a nice touch about 
being "strongly committed to 
supporting the individual and col- 
lective self-defence of our friends 
ip the Gulf ...” 

These points had all been made 


the day before by a midlevel Stale 
Department official to Iraq’s 
ambassador in Washington. Not 
exactly a power channel. 

A second State cable on July 24 
called on Ms. Glaspie to reiterate 
the standard line about America 
having “no position” on Arab 
border disputes, and to warn that 
settlement of disputes by force 
was “contrary to U.N. Charter 
principles.” An unexplained 
softening from the July 19 cable. 

Then came the Glaspie cable of 
July 25, in which she apparently 
neglected to note U.S. readiness 
to support the sovereignty of Gulf 
states and the vital U.S. interests 
there. “In ihe spirit of 
friendship." she asked President 
Saddam why his troops were on 
the Kuwait border. Her toughest 
line. 

On July 28, State wired what it 
identified as a message to Presi- 
dent Saddam from President 
Bush. State's Arab experts wrote 
it; no one seems to recall who 
approved it or if Mr. Bush saw it. 
“We believe that differences are 
best resolved by peaceful 
means," it said. “We will also 
continue lo support our other 
friends in the region.” 

Nothing about vita! interests, 
protection of sovereignty, the 
100,000 Iraqi troops hovering 
over Kuwait. Why? Why this 
further softening in the presi- 
dent's name just as things were 
heating up? Why never once in 
this period did a senior adminis- 
tration official deliver a tough 
warning? 

On Feb. 11. almost a month 
into the war. Secretary of State 
James Baker was asked if war 
might have been prevented by 
strong warnings. “Maybe, you 
might be able — yes, absolutely,” 
he answered. But that would take 
“20-20 hindsight.” he pul in. 

Or maybe Mr. Bush and his top 
aides were blinded by their 
“friendly" mind-set toward Presi- 
dent Saddam and by their in- 
attention to a situation they did 
not comprehend — - until there 
was no choice but war — The 
New York Times. 


Sudan forges ahead .5 
with Islamic revolution Js 


By Andrew Hill 
Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Side by side, 
(he radical leaders of Sudan and 
Libya bulldozed the gates of 
Khartoum’s notorious Kobar jail 
this month in a gesture symbolis- 
ing their common hatred of col- 
onialism and oppression. 

Libyan President Muammar 
Qadhufi was the first to smash 
through the gales of the British- 
built prison as Sudan’s military 
ruler. Omar Hassan A! Bashir, 
announced that all 1.300 inmates 
would be freed. 

The July 1 event made drama- 
tic pictures and gave Sudan's im- 
poverished people something to 
smile about. 

What worries foreign govern- 
ments. however, is not what the 
two states are destroying, but 
what they might build. 

Two years after he seized pow- 
er in an army coup. Lieutenant 
General Bashir has set Sudan on 
a radical Islamic course which has 
cast it adrift from former allies 
and backers, including Arab and 
Western governments. 

Mr. Oadhafi and Gen. Bashir 
say they are planning a merger, 
described by Gen. Bashir as the 
single most outstanding achieve- 
ment in Khartoum's relations 
with the Arab World. 

Some diplomats are puzzled by 
the friendship — Mr. Oadhafi has 
jailed fundamentalists in his own 
country. 

But they see it as part of Mr. 
Qadhafi's plan to secure allies on 
his frontiers to pursue his dream 
of an Islamic Africa through a 
proxy in Chad. “Chad is the 
Islamic dagger poised at the heart 
of Africa.” said one diplomat 
who follows Libyan politics. 

Gen. Bashir's other success, he 
said at celebrations marking the 
second .anniversary of his coming 
to power on June 30. was to 
declare Islamic Sharia law over 
the country of 26 million, about a 
third of whom are non-Muslims. 


“Islam, with its own political, 
economic and social philosophy, 
represents* the basis of ultimate 
justice as it is the religion of 
moderation, tolerance and equal- 
ity. Islam protects the dignity of 
man as a social being.” he said. 

His words delight the Muslim 
Brotherhood, from which the 
government draws much of its 
support. 

But they alarm Arab and West- 
ern governments who see Khar- 
toum as a link in a chain of 
Islamic fundamentalist activism 
stretching from Mauritania on 
Africa's northwest shoulder to 
the Iranian capital, Tehran and 
beyond. 

Ripples from Che Gulf conflict 
continue to break on the banks of 
the Nile. Gen. Bashir's govern- 
ment condemned Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait but was equally critical 
of the Saudi and U.S. -led in- 
tervention that ended it. 

Sudan's relations with Iraq 
have, if anything, warmed since 
the war. So too -have ties with 
Iran, Libya and Yemen. 

Arab and Western states have 
cut off aid as a result. Gen. 
Bashir said. He gave no figures, 
but Western estimates put the 
amount lost this year at $300 
million, a large sum for a country 
which is among the poorest in the 
world and where 7.5 million peo- 
ple are dose to starvation. 

Western envoys say they are 
bewildered by the new govern- 
ment. 

“It’s difficult to know some- 
times whether this is a govern- 
ment pushing religion or religion 
pushing the state," said one 
Western ambassador, “Some- 
times we don't know who we are 
really dealing with.” - 

Diplomats agree that Hassan 
Al Turabi, head of the radical 
National Islamic Front (NIF), 
wields enormous power although 
he is not a member of the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council. 

Political and trade unions par- 
ties are outlawed. Bui NIF infia- 


ior ine replacement of long-serv- 
ing civil servants by fundamental- 
ists. 

“It's very difficult to get any 
kind of position these days unless 
you are a (Muslim) brother or a 
sister,” said one disgruntled 
Sudanese. 

Political discussion, once live- 
ly. is hushed. Few Sudanese want 
to divulge their names in any 
political analysis. 

“Security is all pervasive. 
There are three branches of it and 
they are very, very good. They 
watch all the time. I cannot see 
another coup happening here.” 
said a military envoy. 

An indication of the strength-of 
Sudan's Islamic fervour wifi be 
the way in which Sharia is earned 
out. 

It has a direct bearing on the 
non-Muslim south, where rebels 
of the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) have been locked 
for eight years in war- against 
brothers domination. 

Th« government says stoning, 
amputation, and beheading, the 
punishments of Sharia, do not 
apply in the south under a federal 
system it instituted early this 
year. 

But (his, and an offer of peace 
talks, have failed to bring SPLA 
leader John Garang to the nego- . 
dating table. 

_ Western governments' Credit 
Gen. Bashir's administration -with 
trying to talk peace, but see little 
prospect of it as tong as Gen.; 
Garang continues to fight for * 
secular state. r . 

They also .'credit the' govern-, 
ment with ending personal cor-, 
niption * n a widespread cleanup, 
an ^ i °f freeing .hundreds of poti- 
tiral prisoners, including former t 
P nme Minister Sadeq Al Mabdr,- 
who was toppled by Gen. Bashir-:. 

But other political prisoner^, 
remain — some of. them sttilheid 
tb * -jailtijat Mr. 
Oadhafi arid Gen. Bashir symbo- 
lically “demolished.?-- ~ 
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Baker awaits Israeli reply 
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;- fa«*e{ said it tod wanted for years: 
The Uoited SUtos is keen lo isjuc 
’? WhA», » the- peace conference 
. . lojgdfcer .with the Soviet Union at 
5 ;itett Track's - Sttnrtfltrbat TOr/* Baker 
- t Middas-was not a- deadline. for an 
tea^risponse. 

■: “We arr--p« setting deadtiaes. 

^-..JTPhwe are ao'.deatRtoea. We wpujrf 
Hke impossible to re c e ive an answer 

■*“* that time. Bor if that's not posair 
L that's not an absptuw <tetwjane.“ 
*r he.said. •-■•'■• ’ *•• 

Mr. SEamir's right-hand man 
mcaswhDe rexupcicd speculation that 
lire Jetti^ bow to U.S. 

pressure to accept the peace, plan. 
■■■■’• Yew' Beo-Aharon, Mr. Shamir’s 
•.dosed adviser and a staunch oppo- 

‘ now of Israef exchanging occupied 
- r territory for peace, send the issues 
which scuttled Washington's earlier 
. peace (dans stiff remained, including 
r the make-up of a Palestinian delega- 
r - don at 'any peace conference. 

" “Heaven forbid -we should find 
• ourselves sitting opposite representa- 
tives who are the FLO.** Mr. Ben- 
Aharon ioW army radio. 

Mr. Shamir, a ri$u winger who has 
' consistently demanded the right of 
veto over the composition of a 
. . Palestinian peace tram , h«*»*rd after 
the visit by Mr. Baker Monday he 
. might eventually say "yes” to 
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Bu Mr. Sea-Aharon said the Jew- 
- ab state had to trend carefully. 

' “I would say there arc develop- 
ments from winch one may draw 
some encouragement but we are 
speaking of the survival of the state of 
’ Israel and its Adore so we must be 
cautions-” 

**We cannot give an answer as yet 
for the simple reason that the picture 
. itself as the Americans, presented ii is 
not yet oompfete.** 

' President George Bush warns 
ferae! to respond before the summit 
in Moscow next week, While House 
National Security Adviser Brent 
Scawcrofr said Monday. 

Mr. Scowc ro ft said Israel had used 
delaying tactics to avoid peace talks in 
. the -past bat that such manoeuvres 
. would be unacceptable this time. 

Israeli political commentators be- 
lieve it will be difficult for Mr. Shamir 
to say “no" and risk angering 
Washington, its main ally and banker. 
. Israel is to ask the U.S. for S10 billion 
in loan guarantees in September K> 
settle Soviet Jewish newcomers. 

Some commentators believe the 
shrewd 75-year-old leader will give a 
"yes" to the conference but ensure 
that it never exacts any real conces- 
sions from Israel. 

Mr. Bcn-Aharon said the Amcr- 
. icons were working do the composi- 
tion of a joint Jordanian- Palestinian 
delegation which Israel could accept. 


Lebanese fire at Israeli planes 


(Cmtbncd front page ]) 

on July 1. After a four-day dash; 
Palestinian fighters agreed to sur- 
render their weapons and cooper- 
ate with the army, which pledged 
to protect the 300,000 Palestinian 
civilians in refugee camps across- 
the country. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Areas Tuesday demanded 
the Lebanese army confiscate 
guerrilla guns to bring peace to 
South Lebanon. 

Visiting Israel’s' self-declared 
“security zone," in South Leba- 
non, Mr. Arens ruled out Israeli . 
talks with Syria to bring peace to 
the south, saying this could only 
be agreed between Israel and 
Beirut. _ 

Arens told reporters in the 
town of Marjayoun: "The 
Lebanese army .faces an impor- 
tant irasaoo and that is to confis- 
cate weapons from the (Palesti- 
nian) groups and Hizbollah. 

“When the Lebanese army re- 
ceives these weapons, that might 
lead to calm. I think there will not 
be calm until the Lebanese army 
completes -its ampon.” 

Mr. Arens wife accompanied by 
Israeli army chief Ehud Barak. 

Hizbollah has stepped Op its 
raids on Israeli forces m South 
Lebanon, Israel hit back with air 
raids and reinforced -its strength 
m the south. ' • 

Asked whether an agreement 
with Syria on South Lebanon was 
possible if Israel agreed on the 


future of the Golan Heights. Mr. 
Arens said the two issues were 
separate. 

“And if any talks (on South 
Lebanon) take place they win be 
with the Lebanese government, 
said Mr. Arens. Any talks with 
Syria would only be on peace 
between between Israel and 
Syria, he added. 

Israel has refused to withdraw 
its troops from Lebanon until all 
foreign forces, including some 
40.000 Syrians, withdraw. Leba- 
non wants Washington to put 
pressure on Israel to leave. 

Mr. Arens said U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker's latest 
proposals for Arab- Israeli talks 
contained points which made 
Israel optimistic and Israel would 
study them before replying. 

Asked about the future of the 
Golan Heights and the “security 
zone” in Lebanon, Mr. Arens 
said: “The talks with Syria will 
tackle private issues connected 
with Syria and Israel and not 
other parties. The treaty will be 
built on these foundations.” 

He we loomed Lebanese parti- 
cipation in any Arab-IsraeK talks 
but negotiations would not neces- 
sarily concern South Lebanon. 

Hi said tie saw no link between 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425, which demands an 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, 
and other resolutions calling for 
an Israeli pullout from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


W ashing ton reconsidering sanctions 


(Contfcmed frontpage _1) 

* He suggested Baghdad be 
allowed to sell some oil to import 
food, medicine, agricultural items 
and equipment needed to restore 
war-damaged water, sewage, 
electrical, oil industry and com- 
munications facilities. 

His report said Iraq had the 
capacity to export about one mil- 
lion barrels of ml a day. enough 
to raise about 35.5 billion over a 
year. 

“I have no reason to doubt that 
there is an impending serious 
shortage of food and medicine in 
Iraq which we have all gpt to 
address,” Mr. Han nay tokl repor- 
ters, . 


Noting that sanctions on food- 
stuffs were lifted in March and 
that medicines were never under 
sanctions, be added, “there is 
now a problem about financing 
that and we'll have to look at it.” 

We are not in all respects in 
agreement with some aspects of 
the report but on die foodstuffs 
and the medicine and questions 
of public hygiene, I think there is 
a general consensus.” 

The U.N. Security Council’s 
Sanctions Committee was briefed 
Monday about the plight of Iraqi 
civilians but did not decide on the 
proposal to let Iraq sell oilto pay 
for food and other supplies. 


Nothing to live for in Gaza 


By Katia Sabet 

GAZA STRIP — This lime of 
the year ihe first sight that greets 
travellers at Israel’s Ben Gurion 
airport is a mass of brilliantly 
coloured flowers, which flank the 
freeway as it heads into town. 
The road passes through well- 
kept suburbs where apartment 
blocks are topped with solar 
panels to trap the sun's energy. 
Further on, the landscape gives 
way to orange groves, with fields 
of golden wheat stretching us far 
us the eye can see. 

Suddenly the view changes. 
There are no more flowers and 
the well-surfaced highway gives 
way to a badly-kept roud full of 
pot-holes. Behind a road-block 
manned by soldiers armed to the 
teeth lies another world. Here, 
the houses arc crumbling. There 
are no solar panels, and in some 
homes, no running waLer or heat. 
At almost every comer arc barri- 
cades of oil drums, pile<T about 
5-merre-high. The stench of un- 
collected garbage hovers in the 
dusty streets. 

This is the Gaza Strip, a ribbon 
of land 41) kilometres long and 8 
kilometres wide, sandwiched be- 
tween Israel and Egypt on the 
Mediterranean coast, and entire- 
ly fenced off by barbed wire. This 
modem-day ghetto is home to 
750.000 Palestinians, who have 
lived under the occupation of the 
Israeli army ever since the Arab- 
Israeli war in !%7. 

Conditions have always been 
tough here, even before the 
Israelis came. This corner of rhe 
world has been plagued by wars 
as long as anyone can remember. 
But in recent years, the Arab 
dwellers have had to get used to 
new kinds of hardship. To the 
poverty and illness that plague 
the eight overcrowded refugee 
camps arc added new iron-fisted 
rales that tighten the Israeli grip 
on the territory but also push the 
population to the limit of endur- 
ance. The 8 p.m. curfew and a 
maze of rales covering every facet 
of daily life have brought unem- 
ployment to 50 per cent of the 
working-age population, while 
educational opportunities are 
practically non-existent. 

"We have a lot of problems 
here,” said Klaus Worm, director 


general of the United Nations' 
refugee organisation, the UN Re- 
lief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) in the Gaza Strip. ' The 
Gulf war has made the situation 
even more desperate. An unem- 
ployment rate of between 40 and 
50 per cent would create difficul- 
ties in any country', but all the 
more so here, where rhe situation 
has never been very bright.” 

Long considered, and man- 
aged. as a reservoir of cheap, 
uneducated labour by the 
Israelis, the occupied territories 
as a whole, and Gaza in particu- 
lar. are denied even this econo- 
mic opportunity now. The 
Palestinian uprising and the Gulf 
war have severed the remaining 
ties between the Jewish and Arab 
communities, while the financial 
aid given to Palestinians by weal- 
thy Arabs dried up after the 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
expressed support for Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. "There is 
a feeling of fear in Israel with 
regard to Palestinian workers,” 
said Mr. Worm. "The municipali- 
ties that used to employ them, as 
road -sweepers or garbage collec- 
tors, have slopped doing so. Of 
the 80,000 Palestinians who used 
to travel into Israel every day for 
work . only about 20,000 continue 
to do so." 

In the Gaza Strip, there is little 
to fail back on. There are no 
factories here. "The big com- 
panies are not interested in in- 
vesting in the Gaza Strip," said 
Mr. Worm. "And even supposing 
we did manage to find someone 
who was prepared to set up a 
factory here, he would first have 
to steer his way through all the 
obstacles deliberately placed in 
his way by the Civil Administra- 
tion. a routine which can easily 
cause delay’s of several years." 

To illustrate his point. Mr. 
Worm cites the example of a new 
slaughterhouse in the strip, built 
by the Palestinian Shawa family, 
a prominent family in the area. 
.“It took three years to get per- 
mission to build it.” said Mr. 
Worm. Throwing up a barrage of 
bureaucratic rules and regula- 
tions is one of the most successful 
tactics used by Israel in what 
Palestinians, and some outsiders, 
claim is a deliberate scorched 


earth policy in the occupied terri- 
tories. For example, Israel re- 
fuses to import vegetables from 
the Gaza Strip, and tonnes of the 
zone's main export — citrus fruit 
— are spoilt each year en route to 
markets in Jordan and Europe, 
because Israeli checks and hold- 
ups delay their journey. 

Since the Gulf war ended. 
Israeli occupation authorities in 
both the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank have begun confiscating 
land from Palestinian farmers at a 
rate unprecedented since the 
1967 war. Some analysts sec it as 
a "punishment for the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's sup- 
port of Iraq. Others believe it 
may be a last land-grab before 
Israel is pressured into talks on 
giving up land for peace. 

For the new generation of 
Palestinians, the devastating im- 
pact of the closure of all universi- 
ties and most schools by the 
Israeli administration is just be- 
ginning to come to light. Students 
who try to escape by going 
abroad to complete their educa- 
tion face further problems. 
"Even if they are granted an exit 
visa, they wiU not be allowed 
back into Gaza for three years.” 
said a Palestinian who works for 
UNRWA and who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. "In the face 
of such regulations, most people 
are forced to abandon their travel 
plans for financial reasons.” 

Increased unemployment re- 
sults in more dependance on the 
already stretched welfare system, 
almost entirely funded by foreign 
aid. UNRWA officials report a 
vast increase in requests for food 
and medical assistance. "People 
can no longer afford to pay a 
doctor.” said one official. With 
an annual UNRWA budget of 
just S56 million, there are likely 
to be more hardships in the fu- 
ture. 

Hie Gaza Strip is the place 
where the intifada started. A 
street corner here marks the spot 
where the rebellion began three 
and a half years ago. It was 
triggered by an incident that at 
any other time might have gone 
almost unnoticed — a car acci- 
dent involving Israeli soldiers in 
which four Palestinians died. But 
tensions were high, the time was 


ripe, and the event sparked off a 
popular revolt which came to 
involve the whole community. 

But what began as a stone- 
throwing protest against the 
occupation army has now lost its 
direction, say local Palestinian 
leaders. The well-disciplined re- 
bellion which brought admiration 
and sympathy from ail over the 
world for the plight of the Palesti- 
nians has begun degenerating 
into a type of urban gang warfare . 
in which Arab youths have taken 
to kilting each other. 

Human rights groups monitor- 
ing the region say groups of 
youths wielding knives, axes and 
sometimes guns have accounted 
for the death of as many as 30 
other young Palestinians in the 
territories since April. Sometimes 
the killings result from rivalries 
between factions of the PLO and 
Hamas, the Islamic resistance 
movement. Sometimes the vic- 
tims have been accused of col- 
laboration with the Israelis. Many 
of the bodies show signs of tor- 
ture and mutilation. But often the 
executions have been carried out 
for no reason. The occupied terri- 
tories appear to have bred a 
generation of youths who are so 
filled with hatred that it no longer 
matters which way it is directed. 

Some Palestinian moderates 
say it is time to turn away from 
violence and channel energies 
into more creative and pressing 
areas, such as shaping an infras- 
tructure for the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip and working to 
establish industry and education 
there. At a meeting in June. 
Palestinian intellectuals and poli- 
tical activists warned against what 
one of them called the "militar- 
isation" of the intifada and 
claimed children and young 
teenagers should be banned from 
taking part in the revolt. They 
also suggested calling an end to 
the 43-month-ord. half-day strike 
by Arab shopkeepers, maintain- 
ing it was time to build a new- 
economic future for the occupied 
territories. 

But here in the Gaza Strip, 
where almost every youth has 
spent some time in an Israeli jail 
or prison camp, and where many 
have a brother, a father or a 
cousin still behind bars, people 



Home to 750,000 Palestinians crammed into eight refugee camps, 
Gaza looks like a war zone, with streets Mocked with oil drums by 
the Israeli army. (WNL) 


mood is loo bitter for them to 
listen to pleas for moderation. 
"We no longer have any confi- 
dence,” said a 22-year-old who 
spent two months in the Israeli 
Naqab prison camp, one of the 
toughest. "Our only hope is to 
push the entire situation to ex- 
tremes.” 

"We’ve reached the stage 
where moderation is considered 
treachery.” said another who is 
24 and whose brother is in prison: 
his father was killed in 1969. "We 
only have the extreme right and 
the extreme left. If you try to 
remain in the centre, you risk 
being condemned as a collabor- 
ator or a traitor.” A week earlier, 
Ghassan, a 20-year-old friend, 
was murdered. He was killed by 
another Arab, whom Ghassan 
had been sent to execute as a 
collaborator. The other Palesti- 
nian was also armed, and he 
pulled his gun first. 

Ghassan ‘s friends discuss his 
death dispassionately. "The peo- 
ple who sent Ghassan on his 
mission, without studying the 
situation properly and iraining 


him sufficiently are criminals and 
idiots who should themselves be 
shot." said one. "That’s no way 
to organise a punitive mission.” 

The youths show the same list- 
less and despairing attitude in 
their discussions of the effects of 
the Gulf war and its significance 
for their future. Unlike Palesti- 
nians living abroad, many of 
whom continue to back Mr. Ara- 
fat's decision to support Mr. Sad- 
dam Hussein, young Arabs in the 
occupied territories say they be- 
lieve it was a terrible mistake. 
The prospects of a peaceful set- 
tlement and a homeland for the 
Palestinians are more remote 
than ever, they say. 

"I’ve always been against the 
occupation of Kuwait.” said a 
25-year-old physiotherapy stu- 
dent. "How could I approve of 
the invasion of a country when 
my own has been occupied? Sad- 
dam has destroyed everything, 
his people, and all that we had 
achieved with world public opin- 
ion through the intifada. Ours is a 
people that is dying.” — World 
News Links. 



A grade school ran by Mary Khass fen the Bnrdy refugee camp fa among the few educational facilities 
stffl open in Gaza. (WNL) 


Mr.Kbus Worm, director of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency in Gaza, estimates the unemploy- 
ment rate at dose to 50 per cent. (WNL) 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AM FREJGH1 
FORWARDING; DOOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

tel. 604676 604696 

P.O.BOX 7806- *0^ 

WUHAN 



Many villas and apartments, 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
rushed. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

jjFor further details, pt 
cad 

jAbdonn Real! 
Estate 

(Tel. 810805. 810608, 

" 810520 



• The first Abest 

hiJpnbni 

Mai Amman, near 
At^yahGiflsScliool 


Open daily 1 2:00-3:30 

: : ■ \p.m. . 

V 7:00 - Midnight 

7*1.63*96$ 
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Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes,lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grind! ays Bank Bldg. 
Ttrf. 66 9 457 

/ CHEN’S^ v 
CHJNESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Burbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818218 

Come and tasie our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

% 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Services 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 

30% imrpmr 

Frmm mmtarg*- 

20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


O 


OQ 


052 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



A 


CROWN g 
INT’L EST. 1 

Packing, shipping, s 
forwarding, storage, " 
clearing, door-to-door = 
service El 

Air. Sea and Land 








Special Chhtese Foods 
Skilled Ghinese Chefs 

| Open iz-JP-JJP a SM-lJix 

TabiMViimMi 

Wad Saqra Road 
near Phdadelptua Hotel 

[Tel. 861922, Amman | 

Cnee fasted 
a Always Leved 




AustraLia 
Insurance Services 


A Unique Ausiralian'Experience 
• In Jordan 


ALL Types Of Insurance: 

# MOTOR * MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

•FIRE • TRAVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT •ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman i First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax: 612946 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-! - 


ItiUMITEL 


Amman - Tel. 6681 93 
p.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 OAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


\f 


% 


ft 


TheRegency-Pokze Hotel 


LOJBY LOUNGE 



&PIANO 

entertainment 
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TRAVEL SERVICES 
OFFICE 

Daily tours arranged on request to 
foe following places: 

PETRA, JERASH 
DEAD SEA 

For further Information 
please call us: 
614272 


i 












Letko of U.S., Italy’s D’Urso 
follow different paths to gold 


SHEFFIELD, England (Agen- 
cies) — Anne Marie Letko took 
seven seconds off her best time in 
oMy her third race of the year to 
the gold medal Monday in 
10,000 metres at the World 

. dent Games. 

fhe 22-year-old Rutgers Uni- 
versity student broke from the 
field in the second of the 25 laps 
at the Don Valley Stadium and 
was never caught as she turned in 
a time of 32:36.87. 

By contrast, Italy's Giuseppe 
D'Urso waited until the last few 
seconds to snatch his victory. 

From fifth place with 40 metres 
to go. D'Urso stormed through a 
pack of runners for a dramatic 
finish and the gold medal in the 
800 metres. 

Off the track, the LLS. men's 
and women's basketball teams 
both made their finals. The men's 
team breezed past Israel 89-59 to 
earn a clash with Canada while 
the women tiptoed past China 
79-97 and now meet Spain for the 
gold. 

American teams also advanced 
to the finals in water polo and 
men's volleyball. 

The water polo team downed 
Italy 6-4 and plays China for the 
gold medal while the volleyball 
squad edged the Soviets 3-2 on 
secs to advance to a match with 
Poland in Tuesday's final. 

The American track team col- 
lected two golds as well as three 
bronzes on the track as more 
impressive performances fol- 
lowed Sunday's 100-metre sprint 
double by Michael Bates and 
Chryste Gaines. 

Maice! Malone won the 
women's 400 metres in 50.65 


seconds, while bronzes went to 
javelin thrower Paula Berry. Jas- 
min Jones in the 800 metres and 
Marlin Cannon in the men's 400 
metres. 

Cutting her previous best time 
by seven seconds wasn't enough 
for Letko, who is slated to com- 
pete at the World Championships 
in Tokyo next month. 

“With Tokyo coming up. I 
thought I could have run a little 
faster," she said. “It’s hard to do 
running alone, but I wanted to be 
closer to 32 minutes." 

Malone finished 1.41 seconds 
ahead of second place German 
Gretha Tromp. while the gap 
between Tromp and the last run- 
ner was only 1.60. 

“I knew the other girls were 
good, so l didn't expect to win so 
easily,” said Malone, who will 
run on the U.S. 1,600-metre relay 
team in Tokyo. 

Berry heaved the javelin 58.28 
metres (191 feet, 2 inches) in her 
last throw to finish third after 
being lodged in eighth place after 
five of the six. 

The gold went to Soviet throw- 
er Tatiana Shikolenko with 63.56 
metres (208 feet, 6 inches) and 
Cuban Isel Lopez won the silver 
with 62.32 metres (204 feet, 5 
inches). 

A Soviet world record holder 
took the field Monday although 
not in her favoured event. 

Inessa Kravets said she was too 
tired to take part in Saturday's 
triple jump. But she leaped 6.33 
metres (20 feet, 9 1-4 inches) with 
her first long jump to qualify for 
the final with the best mark. 

In women's basketball. 


Carolyn Jones scored 23 points 
and Judy Mosely added 20 as the 
United States subdued China 79- 
76 to gain a place against Spain. 

“This game was back and forth 
and could have gone either way, 
but our players responded very 
well at the end.” coach Tara Van 
Derveer said. 

“It wasn’t the prettiest game, 
but we got it done underneath." 
said Mosely, who grabbed 12 
rebounds. 

Kyle Kopp and Kirk Everist 
each scored twice to put the 
American water polo team into 
the final. 

In the other semifinal. China 
beat Australia 10-6. 

In a see-sawing volleyball semi- 
final against the Soviets, the 
American team won 15-11, 1 1-15, 
15-9, 7-15. 15-9, while Poland 
whipped Algeria 15-2, .15-7. 

Meanwhile former javelin 
world record holder Steve Back- 
ley expects to throw over 90 
metres for the first time this year 
when be defends his World Stu- 
dent Games title Thursday. 

But he is not aiming to reclaim 
the record. 

Briton Backley said Tuesday 
trying to set new marks with the 
latest aerodynamically-assisted 
javelins was a lottery and he 
placed more value on winning 
gold than breaking the 96.96 
metres record set by Finland's 
Seppo Raty last month. 

"The record is not my main 
objective. Winning this title and 
the World Championship are 
more important," said the Euro- 
pean and Commonwealth cham- 
pion who was sidelined for two 


Maleeva sisters win singles, 
doubles at Federation Cup 


NOTTINGHAM, England (AP) 
— The Maleeva clan of Bulgaria 
is turning the Federation Cup 
into a family affair. 

Sisters Katerina and Mag- 
dalena Maleeva won singles 
matches and then teamed 
together to win the doubles as 
Bulgaria defeated Hungary 3-0 
Monday in a first-round match — 
much to the delight of coach and 
mother Yulia Berberian- 
Maleeva. 

Bulgaria once had another 
Maleeva sister playing on its 
team, but Manuels married a 
Swiss man and changed her 
citizenship. She was scheduled to 
play Tuesday for the seventh- 
seeded Swiss team against Argen- 
tina. 

“Two is enough for Bulgaria 
and I’m very proud of Manuela 
representing Switzerland," said 
Berberian-Maleeva, once a Fed- 
eration Cup player herself. "That 
was her dtstiny." 

If the U.S. team of Jennifer 
Capriati, Zina Garrison, Mary 
Joe Fernandez and Gigi Fernan- 
dez — Fernandez duo are not 
■related — wins its opening 
against the Netherlands, it would 
face Bulgaria in the second 
round. 

Berberian-Maleeva said 












Katerina Maleeva 

coaching her daughters provides 
advantages and disadvantages. 

"The most difficult thing is that 
coaching your relatives is like a 
24-hour job, seven days a week, 
365 days a year," she said. 

"The biggest advantage is the 
same thing." 

The mentor-mother said she 
does not have to worry about 
disciplining her team members or 
tell them how to prepare for 
matches. 

“I'm the one that listens most 
of the time, because they are so 
experienced and they don’t need 
anyone to tell them what to do." 
she said. 


Manuela Maleeva 

Another player with a Federa- 
tion Cup family album is Naoko 
Sawamatsu of Japan, who won 
her singles match Monday but 
could not prevent Australia from 
eliminating the Japanese 2-1. 
Sawamatsu's mother and aunt 
also were Federation Cup play- 
ers. 

The only opening-day upset 
was Poland’s 2-1 victory over 
sixth seed France. Nathalie 
Tauziat, ranked 14th worldwide, 
lost in singles and in dobles with 
Mary Pierce. 

Other winning nations Monday 
were Finland, Indonesia. China. 
Canada and the Soviet Union. 


weeks last month with a thigh 
injury. 

"I am in good shape now to 
throw a long way. I am confident 
of throwing 90 metres and that 
should be enough to win here. 

“The atmosphere in the team 
village is electric and that will 
carry over into the stadium, so 
getting psyched up will be no 
proWem.” 

Backley, who held the record 
last year with a throw of 90.98 
metres using a Nemeth javelin, 
said the latest models with 
roughened tails were unpredict- 
able. 

"The rough-tails are more of a 
lottery. Some days it goes, some 
days it doesn’t and I can't work 
oat why," he said. 

"There are rimes when I have 
everything right on release and I 
look up to see my javelin failing 
from the sky. It's very disillusion- 
ing. 

"So that puts more emphasis 
on winning championships where 
everyone can pick from the pool 
of javelins and the guy who wins 
is the best thrower." 

Earlier this month he said the 
event was being devalued by 
technological advances and called 
for a halt to changing specifica- 
tions of the javelins. Setting re- 
cords had lost its credibility, he 
said. 

Backley. whose throw of 88.46 
metres last Friday in Edinburgh 
ranks him third in the world this 
year behind Raty and Czechoslo- 
vak Jan Zelezny. is unlikely to 
come under pressure from his 
opponents here but insisted it 
would not be a one-man show. 


Italian 
Lietti hurt 
in Tour de 
France 
accident 

GAP, France (AP) — Italy's 
Marco Lietti. winner of Monday's 
stage of the Tour de France, was 
seriously hurt in an accident en 
route to the start of Tuesday's 
stage in the Alps. 

Lietti, 27, struck a child who 
ran into the path of his bike, then 
crashed into a small truck that 
was part of the tour entourage, 
witnesses said. 

According to preliminary re- 
ports. Lietti suffered a broken 
collarbone. He was taken to a 
hospital for treatment. Lietti, 
75th in the overall standings, won 
by two seconds over American 
Greg Lemond on Monday, the 
16th of 22 stages. 

Meanwhile reports of 
Lemond’s demise may have been 
grossly exaggerated. 

Down from a fall and almost 
out after some exhausting moun- 
tain stages, Lemond rebounded 
with a surprise breakaway in the 
final 15 kilometres of the 16th 
leg. It showed he is not to be 
counted out — yet. 


I DON'T KNOW WHICH 
ANNOYS ME THE MOST.. 
YOU AND THAT STUPID 
BLANKET... 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rush to mi$s start of English season 

LONDON (R) — Liverpool striker Ian Rash has an Achilles 
injury and will miss the start of the English League soccer season 
next month, his club said Monday. Rush will be in plaster for the 
next four to six weeks and is expected to need a further two weeks 
to gain match fitness. The 26-year-old player, scorer of over 300 
goals in his professional career, first picked up the injury in June 
in Wales's 1-0 win over Germany in a European Championship 
Groups 5 game. Liverpool, runners-up to Arsenal in the League 
last season, begin die new campaign with a home against 
newly-promoted Oldham Athletic on Aug. 17. 

China, Oman draw in Asian Club soccer 

DHAKA (AP) — China's Liaoning Football Club drew 1-1 with 
the Ai Nasr Club of Oman in the 10th Asian Club Championship 
90 Soccer Tournament Monday. Oman took an early lead through 
an astute grounder by Muhammad Ali who shot from top of the 
box in the 31st minute of play. China, the defending champions, 
netted an equaliser through Gao Xu in the 78th minute. Gao 
dribbled past two opponents to score a spectacular goal. Seven 
teams - one each from Iran, China, Indonesia, Oman, North 
Korea, Thailand and Bangladesh qualified for the last round of 
the tournament. Jordan, the eightn team to qualify, backed out of 
the championship before it resumed on July 19. The tournament 
began in 1990 but was deferred because of the Gulf conflict that 
led to war early this year. The contesting teams are the top soccer 
clubs in their respective countries, giving the tournament its 
name. 

Faber defeats Moras in New York 

PURCHASE, N.Y. (AP) — Donna Faber, the seventh seed, 
overtook Christina Moras 5-7, 6-1. 6-2 in the first round of the 
S100.000 Westchester Ladies Cup on Monday. Faber, a semifinal- 
ist at the Australian Open in January, blamed her opening set loss 
on poor serves. “I made a lot of mistakes returning serves in the 
first set," said the 20-year-old American." Give Christina credit, 
she took advantage of my errors. "In the second set, I was able to 
get my first serves in, and that enabled me to take command of 
the match.” 

Muster ousts Cherkasov 

HILVERSUM. Netherlands (AP) — Unseeded Thomas Muster 
of Austria crushed third-seeded Soviet Andrei Cherkasov 6-3,6-3 
in the first round of the Dutch Open ATP Tournament Monday. 
Thierry Champion of France staged the day's other upset, beating 
seventh-seeded Argentinian Guillermo Perez- Roldan 6-4, 3-6, 
7-6. In other clay court action at the Melkhuisje Tennis Centre, 
No. 5-seeded Goran Prpic of Yugoslavia defeated Karsten 
Braasch of Germany, 6-3, 7-6. 

Caratti eliminated in Canadian Open 

MONTREAL (AP) — Canadian Chris Pridham has defeated 
1 1 th seeded Cristiano Caratti of Italy in the first round of the SI .2 
million Canadian Open. Caratti was the first seed to fall in the 
tournament. Pridham defeated Caratti 6-3, 3-6, 7-5 Monday. The 
Italian had wins this year over Ivan Lendl, Jimmy Connors and 
John McEnroe. In another first-round match, ninth-seeded 
Richey Reneberg beat Tim Mayotte 6-3, 6-1. The tournament’s 
top eight seeds don't play until the second round starts Wednes- 
day. For Caratti, it was his first hard-court match in four months 
and it showed. Pridham led 3-0 in the first set and held serve to 
win. Caratti held through the second set and had a 5-3 lead in the 
third before he came undone. 

fn The Groove withdrawn from King George 

LONDON (R) — In The Groove will not run in Saturday's King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth Diamond Stakes at Ascot, the - 
horse's trainer David Elsworth said Tuesday. Elsworth said the 
horse had failed to impress in her final pre-race gallop and was 
"below par." Snurge. last year's English Si. Leger winner, was 
withdrawn from the race Monday. Generous, winner of the 
Epsom Derby and the Irish Derby this year, remains a clear 
favourite for Saturday's King George. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


HARRIS 


By Harris 
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‘No, I’ve never had any heart 
disease... except for love.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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HANDLE WTTH CARE 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* 7 4 
7 A 10 

I K J 5 

* A Q 10 7 6 3 

WEST EAST 

• A98 3 2 ♦ K J 10 6 

7> 6 : Q 8 7 3 

7 10 9 4 2 : Q a 

♦952 ♦K64 

SOUTH 
*Q5 

7 K J 9 5 4 2 
I A 7 6 3 

* J 

The bidding*. 

South West North East 

1 7 Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

2 ? Pass 3 Pass 

4 v Pass 4 7' Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of ♦ 

Bridge in Mexico is thriving to- 
day, largely due to the efforts of one 
man. Dr. George Rosenkranz has 
long been that country's best player, 
as well as a leading theorist, and he 
has devoted much effort u> develop- 
ing the game there. 

At the recent Fall North Ameri- 
cao Championships in San Francis- 
co, Dr. Rosenkranz held the South 
cards on this deal from the Swiss 
Team Championship. When South 
raised North's diamonds, showing 
four cards in the suit, it confirmed a 


six-card heart suit (South's rebid 
would have been two diamonds with 
5-4 distribution). North bad ample 
support for the four-heart bid. 

West led the ace of spades and 
continued with a spade to the king, 
and declarer had to worry about the 
possibility of losing two diamonds 
and a trump in addition to the two 
spade tricks already surrendered, la 
an effort to insure at least one 
trump trick. East chose to continue 
with a third spade. Declarer ruffed 
in hand, discarding a diamond from 
dummy, then took the right position 
in trumps by crossing to the ace of 
hearts and running the ten. 

The 4-1 trump split seemed to 
doom the contract, but declarer was 
not without resources. Rosenkranz 
cashed the ace of clubs and contin- 
ued tbe queen for a ruffing finesse. 
East covered (ducking would have 
been no better) and declarer ruffed, 
reducing bis trump length to that of 
East. 

The rest was simple. Declarer en- 
tered dummy with the king of dia- 
monds, discarded a diamond on tbe 
ten of chibs and led a good club from 
the table. The best East could do 
was ruff, but that ended all hope for 
a defensive trump trick. Declarer 
overruffed for his eighth trick, then 
cashed the red aces to land the 
game. The defenders scored only 
two spades and a diamond. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 24, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be 
off and away to those places or 
with those persons who mean the 
most to you but don't allow a 
fellow associate to feel you are 
shirking some duty of yours. . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You need to consider what your 
obligations actually are and then to 
cany through ■ with them until 
they are completed today and then 
tonight be romantic. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Sidestep the family now and make 
sure you do find out what partners 
expect of you and reach a new 
agreement with them throagh con- 
versations. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) The many duties facing 
you are your right outlet now so 
get at them and put off those 
outside errands until a later and 
better time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever makes you feel you do not 
have enough money should be 
studiously suppressed and you 
should spend every available mo- 
ment enjoying yourself. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have some fascinating 
ideas but it is not good since your 
family expects a great deal of you 
so put off what you want to do and 
go along with their wishes. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Ger away from that private 
anxiety that has been taking so 
much of your time and see to it that 
you get out and make new strides 
into die world of action. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is your time to draw 
you can step aside from the oppor- 
tunities of friends and stick id the 
prrctical problems that are now 
. facing, you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever personal 
ideas want expression is fine now 
so make sure that you do avoid 
that higher-up which is so deman- 
ding and have fun. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is the day to avoid 
new interests and to dear up what 
you have , promised to do even 
though you feel pretty restricted by 
so -doing. 7_r ' 

AQUARIUS: (January 2J to Febru- 
ary 19) This is your time to live the 
gregarious Aquarius part of your 
nature' and character and Dodo 
nothing that can bring you . any. 
criticism. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get away from that critical 
partner that . has so many com- 
ments to make acid attend to 
worldly interests that require ex- 
actness and a since of civic respon- 
sibility. • -■ 


You & your Birth Ston 
make a happy story. 
Available At: 

World Resources- Dajani ff Co. Inc. 
W Jewelers- Gems. 

Amman- Rio De Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Hotel- 6th. circle. 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onflnaiy words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: DELVE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CACTUS RACIAL 


Answer What happened to the horse named "Poison 
Ivy"?— rr WAS "SCRATCHED" 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Praise 

5 Food, to some 

9 DuU pains 

14 Fr. nver 

15 American 
Beauty (or 
ins la rice 

16 Highly spiced 
dish 

1 7 Right-hand man 

18 Give support 

19 Coni ere rices 

20 Chores beauties 
of yore 

23 Teems term 

24 Cowboy Rogers 

25 Alliance 
acronym 

29 Automobile style 

32 Foot-fike part 

35 Remove forcibly 

37 " — Mi&a rabies" 

38 Trimming labnc 

39 Certain Latin 
cube 

42 Delivered a 
tough serve 

43 Anger 

44 Designated 

45 Alphabet run 

46 States with 
confidence 

46 Take to the 
soapbox 

49 Baseoall slat 

50 Sawouck 

52 Hard-woriong 
young ladies 

60 So my n music 

61 Emerald Isle 

62 Capture 

63 High 
temperature 

6a vatiemsiDr 

65 Indian 

66 Groups 

67 Pairs 

66 Manual laborer 
DOWN 

1 Hang around 

2 Seed covering 

3 Disassemble 

4 Bambl tun 

5 Student's 
concern 



P mi Titm **> mm Semen. me. 
MRnhBfliMrng 


MUffe tni wn 

6 Androids 

7 Consumer 

8 Phi — Kappa 

9 Conduct 

10 Vary cautious 

1 1 Elevated terrain 

12 BPOE word 

13 FamSy member 
1 annually 

21 Standoffish 

22 Seizes 

25 Sweetener - 

26 Grandiose 
works 

27 Decree 

28 Related ’ 

30 Gentry or Fudd 

31 Gods: Lhl 

32 Noted work of 
an 

33 Arnold style 


Yesterday's Pazzte Solved: 


rannan nrcrcn 

rannn nnrcrcn orcein 

rcnnoR rercnn 
nnrc rcnonn 

onnrc nrcnnni fierc 

_ nnnrc rr’nnnn 

nnnn nririRR nrcon 
rcrcnrc «norin nrcrcn 
.nnnn nnnnra HflHn 


47 Sound system 


- -T 7“ wuhu ays 

•»»*** up In 


36 SmaB matters _ option 
38 Growl St Oolars - 

40 Bauxite for fine 52 Row 

?2P T, _^ eway 53 Possess . 

46 Loathes . 54 Remamder 


SS Panorama 
-5&Uove sfowfy'- 
57 — 

SJLegarctaJm- 
59 'Rosebud for: 
ahe 

tiO Army r&nle'abbr. 


















,-frrrrvrrr 


& 




5 % 

*yx»^ 

do v 
Soa* ' 

•toft*. 

Hof’ - 

«#iiT. 

1 **; 

lo ^ 

«* 
*iy t ; 
MlCfli' 

®W». 

*«* 



Markets 


. In corp o r ati on with 
Ceiro Amman Bank 

BMhtr'In tn on adoml —jrfcgM 


p'j 
,5^ 
IS _ 

J3*- 

r,- 1 ' 


• Cwwacy.— . T 

Ntefafc 

W2/7/1997 

Tabu? 

Cfrwc 

ru« 23/7/1991 

Sferthig PoBBd A 

1.6790 

1.6677 

Deutsche Mark 

■KE 3 I ■ 

1.7712 

Swigs Franc 

1.5255 

1.5552 

French Franc 

5.9875 

6.0063 

Japanese V« 

137.72 

137.62 

European Cmrcny Unit 

1.1655 

UEBBm 


USD n* STQ 

Ev«P«M Ofwwnc Ml SrfiC .» CMI 

Bnwnranty !«t«ratt 


Pa te ; 


23/7,1991 


Currency 


3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. Dollar 

5.67 


6.37 

■221 

Sterling Pound 


10.67 

10.81 

10.66 

Deutsche Mark 


9.00 

mum 

9.25 

Swiss Franc 

7.66 


7 .75 


French Franc 

9.12 

mm 

9.31 

9.4? 

Japanese Yen 

7.31 

7.43 

7.25 

7.15 


9.75 

9. SI 

9.67 




MetaT 

CSIVOz 

|JTggj| 

ES9I 

USDfOi 

JD/Gm 

EM 

367.45 

7.05 

Silver 

4.33 

.10 


“ 21 KM 

CatMral 


Bank *f JonUa Exduap lata 


AtlMn 

Dat.: 23-7/7997 


Currency ; 

Bid ' 

Offer 

VS. DoHar 

.661 

.m 

Sterling Pound 

1.1461 

7.7571 

Deutsche Mark 

.3660 

.3699 

Swiss Franc 

.4479 

.45177 

Yrtuch Fnuic ' 

. 1144 

.1159 

Japanese Yen* 

.4994 

.5019 


.3443 

.3460 

Swedish Krona 

.1071 

.1076 

Ita&an Lira* . 

.0527 

.0524 

Belgian Franc 

.01901 

.01911 

° Ptar 1M 



Other Cmranctna 

DM: 23/7/7997 

Curreoqr.. - - .- 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

.. 7.7450 

1.7950 

Lebanese Lira* . 

.0770 

.0790 

Saudi Rival ' 

.1629 

.7834 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

- 

Qatari Rijrd 

.1856 

.1665 

Egyptian Pound - 

. 1900 

.2025 

Omani Rival 

. 1.7500 

1.7600 

DAE Dirham 

.1656 

.1865 

Greek Drachma” 

.3200 

.3 400 

Cypriot Pound ■ . 

■ 1.4150 

1.4400 


* rtr IN '-. 

CAB ImBch for Amman Financial Markat 


Index 

27/7/7997 Clow 

22/7/7997 Close 

All-Share 

llTM 

ims 

Banking Sector 


706.59 

Insurance Sector 

779.58 

779.34 

Industry Sector 

775.57 

775.88 


727.42 

728.72 


pccrmtwr Jl. md.i- UM 


• - --'. By Reuters 

TOKYO — Shores ended easier in quiet, choppy trade with most 
investors sidelined by lade of factors and the brokerage scandal. 
The- Nikkei dosed down 161.07 points at 22.7QS.29 with just 160 
mlp shares, trade. . 

SYDNEY — Australian shares shrugged off three weeks of 
inactivity, soaring to 11-month high after local and overseas 
investors rushed to boy leading stocks. The All Ordinaries Index 
dosed up 19.7 points at 1570.3. 

HONG KONG — Stocks closed easier after a generally featureless 
day dominated by profit-taking of property counters. The Hang 
-Seng Index dosed down 21.0 points at 3,988.35. 


Kuwait 
lends 
Syria 
$60 m 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Kuwait agreed Monday to lend 
Syria $60 million — its third loan 
to Damascus since the Gulf war 
— to build a spinning mill in 
northern Syria. 

Officials said Syria's Planning 
Minister Sabah Baqjajj and Bach 
A1 Humaidhi from the Kuwaiti 
Fund for Arab Economic De- 
velopment signed the agreement. 

The fund first contributed $105 
million for a Damascus sewage 
scheme and later a $35 million 
loan to help Syrians who fled 
Kuwait after Iraq's invasion last 
August. 

Mr. Humaidhi also met Syrian 
Prime Minister Mahmoud Zu’bi 
and discussed the fund's role in 
developing Arab investment pro- 
jects. 

Syria sent at least 15.000 troops 
to the U.S.-led allied force in the 
Gulf which drove Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait at the end of Febru- 
ary. 

After signing the loan agree- 
ment Monday. Mr. Humaidhi 
said that Kuwait will try to con- 
struct 600.000 telephone lines in 
Syria before the end of the year 
and will “seek all means to Find 
work opportunities for Syrian 
workers in Kuwait.” 


IMF lends 
India $0.2 b 


WASHINGTON (R) — The In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) said Monday that it 
granted India a $220 million 
emergency loan to help the coun- 
try weather the financial fallout 
from the Gulf crisis. 

The credit is a vote of confi- 
dence by the IMF in India's abil- 
ity to carry out painful economic 
reforms and should help the cash- 
strapped country avoid defaulting 
on its more than $70 billion in 
foreign debt. - ■ 

The IMF said that India has 
had to pay more for imported oil 
and has lost revenues from ex- 
patriate workers who fled the 
Gulf since the invasion of Kuwait 
last August. 

New Delhi faces a credit 
crunch because a collapse in its 
trade with the Soviet Union and 
the financial fallout from the Gulf 
crisis has brought its long-term 
economic problems of a burgeon- 
ing budget deficit and mounting 
foreign debt to a head. 

But the recently-elected minor- 
ity government of Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao has tackled those 
problems head on. 

Mr. Rao has devalued India's 
currency twice, raised interest 
rates and outlined a programme 
challenging the country's social- 
ist, protectionist orthodoxy since 
taking office lasc month. 


Suharto renews demand 
to businessmen to share 
wealth with the poor 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesian 
President Suharto has told the 
nation's leading businessmen that 
if they do not transfer some of 
their shares to the country’s coop- 
eratives, the law will force them. 

“We don’t want to commit 
robbery, though if we wanted to 

it would be easy.” the official 
Antara News Agency Monday 
quoted the president as saying. 

The government would use the 
law if businessmen did not volun- 
tarily transfer the shares. Mr. 
Suharto said. 

He first made the demand in a 
speech to the nation in January 
1990. 

Mr. Suharto told companies to 
distribute up to 25 per cent of 
their shares to cooperatives. 
Many have handed over barely 
one per cent. 

Many economists have attack- 
ed the scheme as impractical and 
see it as a political sop to counter 
criticism that the fruits of a fast- 
growing economy have yet to 
work their way down to most of 
the population. 

In an interview, Mr. Suharto's 
half-brother Probosutedjo laid 
the blame on the country’s ethnic 
Chinese, an economically power- 
ful minority, for preventing the 
spread of wealth to the indige- 
nous masses whose average 
annual income is little more than 
$500. 

Mr. Probosutedjo. a prominent 
businessman, urged ethnic 
Chinese, who control most of 




Suharto 

Indonesia's major private com- 
panies. to mix with the rest of 
society and to be loyal to the 
interests of the nation, not just to 
money. 

Some economists have said the 
appeal effectively amounts to 
charity for the country's 
thousands of largely inefficient 
cooperatives. 

Under the scheme, companies 
would lend the money to coop- 
eratives to buy their shares and 
the dividends would be used for 
repayment. 

Mr. Suharto said Indonesia's 
corporate wealtb was a national 
asset that should be used to re- 
place scarce government funds to 
develop the nation. 


Cetus and Chiron agree 
to $660 m biotech merger 


EMERYVILLE, California (R) 
— Chiron Corp. and Cetus Corp.. 
two companies' that specialise in 
high-tech gene-splicing techni- 
ques to create sophisticated drugs 
and vaccines, agreed Monday to 
the biggest merger ever in the 
U.S. biotechnology industry. 

Their merger, coming in the 
form of a stock swap, is valued at 
about $660 million. 

Separately, Cetus said it would 
sell a powerful drug-making pro- 
cess to FJfaffraann-La Roche 
Ltd., the Swiss drug giant, for 
$300 million, with proceeds going 
to the merged company. 

The merger will combine 
Cetus, the oldest U.S. biotech- 
nology company, with Chiron, 
which has headquarters across 
the street in Emeryville, a small 
town just over the bay from San 
Francisco. 

The deal will be the biggest in 
the fast-growing industry since 
the Swiss parent of Hoffmann-La 
Roche agreed to buy 60 per cent 
of Genentech Inc. last year for 
$2.1 billion. 

Under the merger pact, Chir- 
on will offer to exchange three- 
tenths of a share for each out- 
standing Cetus share. The final 
price may be subject to certain 
adjustments. 

As part of the transaction, 
Chiron also will assume about 


$145.5 million of Cetus debt. 

Biotechnology companies use 
expensive techniques such as re- 
combining pieces of genetic mate- 
rial to create promising, but often 
costly, new drugs. 

The industry's potential value 
has been slow to become reality 
because of the long process of 
genetically engineering new dregs 
that are not guaranteed commer- 
cial success. 

The merger in part reflects 
troubles Cetus has had in meeting 
the expense of developing new 
drugs. The company has lost 
large sums of money every year 
since 1986. 

While Cetus has developed en- 
couraging drug-making technolo- 
gies and therapies, its 
Interleukin-2 drug has not won 
approval from federal regulators. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 

1.6715/25 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1555.60 

Canadian dollar 


1.7675/85 

Deutsche marks 


1.9890/9900 

Dutch guilders 


1.5330/40 

Swiss francs 


36.35/39 

Belgian francs 


5.9930/80 

French francs 


1316/1317 

Italian lire 


137.25/35 

Japanese yen 


6.3960/4010 

Swedish crowns 


6.8850/8900 

Norwegian crowns 


6.8320/70 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

367.80/368.30 

U.S. dollars 
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Paris expects 
$7b income 
from tourism 


PARIS (R) — Tourism Minister 
Jean-Michel Baylet has said he 
expected France’s 1991 tourism 
earnings to reach 42 billion francs 
($7 billion), equalling last year's 
record. 

Mr. Baylet said in a radio 
interview the Gulf war had led to 
an increase in French nationals 
holidaying at home. 

But be added that the number 
of visitors from Japan and the 
United Slates fell, affecting 
luxury-class hotels in Paris and 
the Riviera, while fewer French 
people travelling abroad had 
caused difficulties for travel agen- 
cies in this country. 


Oman earns 
$5b from 
oil exports 

SMANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Oman's oil income rose sharply in 
1990 because of the Gulf crisis, 
leading to a substantial rise in the 
sultanate’s trade balance. 

Central bank figures show oil 
revenue rose 39.3 per cent in 1990 
to 1.931 billion riyals ($5,036 
billion) from 1.388 billion ($3,615 
billion) the previous year. 

Oman produces around 
700,000 barrels per day of oil and 
oil income accounts for more 
than 75 per cent of total revenue. 

Oil prices rose to more than 
$21 a barrel in the second half of 
1990 on fears the Gulf confronta- 
tion sparked by Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait could lead to a cut in oil 
supply from major producing 
countries. 

The increase in Oman's oil 
revenue helped its trade balance 
rise to 1 .034 billion riyals ($2,693 
billion) in 1990 from 646 million 
($1,682 billion) in 1989. 

The central bank figures pub- 
lished in A1 Markazi Magazine 
showed total exports and reex- 
ports reached 2.110 billion riyals 
($5,495 billion) in 1990 against 
1.556 billion ($4,052 billion) m 
1989. 

Total imports reached 1.076 
billion riyals ($2,802 billion) in 

1990 compared with 910 million 
($2,370 billion) a year earlier. 

Oman Saturday issued its first 
10 million riyals fS26 million) of 
government development bonds. 

The sultanate plans to issue a 
total of 429 million riyals (SI. 12 
billion) of the five-year bonds in 
1991-95 to help cover a projected 
budget deficit. It hopes to raise 
137 million riyals ($357 million) 
in 1991. 

Turkish 
public 
workers 
get 160 % 
pay rise 

ANKARA (R) — The wages of 
about 600,000 Turkish state sec- 
tor workers soared by 160 per 
cent Tuesday when Prime Minis- 
ter Mesut Yilmaz stepped in to 
end a seven-month deadlock over 
pay, labour officials said. 

Government negotiators and 
the Turk- Is labour confederation 
which negotiated the huge rise for 

1991 also agreed on a 62 per cent 
hike for the second year of the 
contracts, Turk-Is Chairman Sev- 
ket Yilmaz told Reuters. 

“We are satisfied with the re- 
sult," Mr. Yilmaz said. 

Turkey's annual inflation was 
64.9 per cent in June. 

Labour officials said the dead- 
lock ended soon after Mr. Yilmaz 
joined the last stages of overnight 
talks in Ankara. 

Workers from vital industries 
such as energy, oil, mines, rail- 
ways, highways and defence, had 
been due to strike from next 
Monday. 

Turkey's 1.5 million civil ser- 
vants were given six-monthly pay 
rises averaging 40 per cent early 
this month, soon after the Yilmaz 
cabinet took office. 

Mr. Yilmaz, who came to pow- 
er after winning chairmanship of 
the ruling Motherland PaTty in 
June in a bid to boost the party's 
standing before general elections 
in 1992. promised to keep pay 
rises above inflation. 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of 2 bedrooms and accessories, dining, living 
and sitting rooms, with solar and central heating and 
telephone. 

Please call tel. 846162 


[UNBEATABLE OFFER! 

Stay at The 

A) Cazar Hotel 

for 3 nights but only pay tor 2 nights 
Scuba experience free of charge 
Contact us for more details 

Tel: 03 314131/2, Fax: 03 314133, Tlx: 62242 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 
The National Music Conservatory/ 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

PMcam 

Grupo de Danzas Populares 
Ciudad de Sevilla 

Thursday. July 25. 1991 at 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

Tickets for JO 3 are available ab 

— The Royal Cultured Centre, TeL- 669026 

— Babiehe, Tel.: 661322 

— The National Music Conservatory, Tel.: 687620 

The proceeds will go lo the scholarship lund 
ol needy outstanding students. 
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New audit reveals 
wide BCCI fraud 


LONDON ( AP) — The Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI) fraudulently con- 
cealed several billion dollars in 
losses for at least 15 years — and 
may never have been profitable, 
a newly released audit said. 

The report found that the 
bank, which has been effectively 
shut down around the world, 
engaged for years in shady deal- 
ings involving phony loans, brib- 
ery, unrecorded deposits and the 
rapid transfer of funds among 
offices. 

The Price Waterhouse audit 
was commissioned by the Bank of 
England, which coordinated ihe 
seizure of BCCI bank branches 
starring in early July, and has 
been seeking to liquidate its 
assets in Britain. 

Portions of the report were 
made public Monday at a hearing 
by a high court judge who rebuf- 
fed the central bank's plans. 

The BCCI seizure has gener- 
ated headlines over allegations 
the private financial institution 
has been used by money launder- 
ers, druglords, terrorists and 
other criminals. The tiny sheik- 
dom of Abu Dhabi and its ruler. 
Sheikh Zayed A I Nahyan, control 
77 per cent of BCCI’s shares. 

Sky News Television reported 
Monday that renowned guerrilla 
Abu NidaJ had BCCI accounts in 
London and that British securiry 
officers let him come and go 
freely to check them because they 
wanted to monitor how the 
money was used. 

The report quoted a bank 
branch manager as saying he gave 
British intelligence details about 
Abu Nidal’s accounts for four 
years, during which Abu Nidal 
deposited $26 million. 

Abu Nidal's followers carried 
out dozens of attacks in the de- 
cade he held the accounts, includ- 
ing the 1985 attacks on the Rome 
and Vienna airports that left 20 
people dead. 

„ The Sunday Times reported 
that Britain's intelligence agen- 
cies warned the Bank of England 
last year that terrorist money was 
channelled through the bank. 


The newspaper also said that 
BCCI. with principal offices in 
Luxembourg. Abu Dhabi and the 
Cayman Islands, may have been 
used by Islamic Jihad, a Shiite 
Muslim extremist group believed 
to be holding Western hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Prime Minister John Major has 
declined to comment on the 
Times report. 

Parts of il.e report were made 
public in court Monday on orders 
of vice-chancellor. Sir Nicolas 
Browne- Wilkinson, the judge 
hearing a Bank of England ap- 
plication for prompt liquidation 
of BCCI's operations. 

Gabriel Moss, a lawyer for tbe 
Bank of England, advised the 
court that Price Waterhouse con- 
cluded that BCCI, which oper- 
ated in more than 70 countries at 
its peak, “may never have been 
profitable in its entire history." 

Mr. Moss said ACCI ran into 
economic difficulties in the early 
80s from substantial bad debts 
and that between 1977 and 1985, 
BCCI accrued losses of about 
51.4 billion on its operations. 

He said BCCI methods to con- 
ceal those losses included ficti- 
tious loans and dealing in its own 
shares through nominees. 

The Touche Ross firm of 
accountants, appointed as pro- 
visional liquidators, said in a re- 
port that BCCI had a balance 
sheet shortfall of $147 million. 
BCCI'S unaudited assets at the 
end of last year totalled $12.4 
billion, it said. 

Sir Browne- Wilkinson, who 
adjourned the court hearing until 
July 30. said there was no reason 
to immediately liquidate the 
bank's assets. 

The move gave hope to the 
bank's Abu Dhabi majority 
shareholders and its depositors 
that a rescue plan could be de- 
vised. 

The coordinated seizure of 
BCCI assets stemmed from evi- 
dence the Bank of England 
obtained suggesting systematic 
fraud and unre ported losses, rais- 
ing concern about the safety of 
deposits within the bank. 


Britain, Canada announce 
joint ventures in Soviet Union 


LONDON (AP) — British and 
Canadian companies have 
announced large joint ventures 
with Soviet partners to develop 
oil fields and sell computers in the 
Soviet Union. 

The deals were examples of the 
type of Western cooperation with 
the Soviet Union that could be 
mutually beneficial without re- 
quiring large-scale, direct aid. 

British Gas PLC said that it 
and Gulf Canada Resources Ltd. 
were in the final stages of getting 
Soviet approval for a major joint 
venture to develop large oil fields 
in northern Russia, which have 
combined reserves of 2.2 billion 
barrels of oil. 

British Gas said the venture 
would be called Komiarricoil and 
would involve two fields in the 
Vozey area of Komi, located in 
the Arctic circle about 1500 
kilometres northeast of Moscow. 

Soviet interests would control 
half of tbe venture, with British 
Gas and Gulf Canada Resources 
jointly holding the other 50 per 
cent. 

British Gas said the goal of the 
partnership was to invest one 
billion Canadian dollars ($870 
million) to develop a new oil field 
and to increase output from a 
nearby older field. 

The first phase of the multi- 
phase project would produce up 
to 20,000 barrels a day within 
three years, with investments ex- 
pected to total 200 million Cana- 
dian dollars ($174 million) during 
that period. 

The British computer maker 
I CL announced a joint venture 


with the Soviets to market its 
medium-sized computers in the 
Soviet Union. 

ICL said it formed a part- 
nership called 1CL-KMECS with 
Kazan manufacturing enterprise 
of computer systems, which be- 
longs to the Soviet ministry of 
radio industry. 

KMECS, one of the largest 
makers of mainframe computers 
in the Soviet Union, is located in 
Kazan, the capital of the Tatar- 
stan region, east of Moscow. 

ICL has a 60 per cent stake ia 
the venture and its Soviet part- 
ner, the remaining 40 per cent, it 
said. 

ICL didn't give a value for the 
deal or say how many computers 
it hoped to sell. 

British Airways, meanwhile, 
has been negotiating with the 
Soviet flag carrier Aeroflot to 
jointly develop a new airline cal- 
led Air Russia. 


BROADCAST 
VIDEO EDITING 

IDEAL FOR DOCUMENTARY 
PRODUCTION 
LONG ESTABLISHED 
COMPANY, BETACAM, 1” 
A53D ETC, EXCELLENT 
RATES. 

LANE END EDITING 
63 RIDING HOUSE 
GTBRinr 

LONDON W1P7PP 
TEL: 0044 71 637 2794 


FOR SALE 

Duty free car; Opel Ascona 1600 CC; model 1987; blue 
metallic; 50,000 kms only. 

Please call Mr. Saleh UNDP office tel. 668171 
during office hours or tel 797242 after. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 
salons, dining room, study room & fully equipped kitchen, 
independent central heating & telephone. Location 
Shmeisani. 

interested call: From 9:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. — 663307 
From 3:00 p.m. — 7:00 pm. — 672096. 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Furnished 3 bedrooms house. First floor of a villa, central heated, 
private entrance and telephone with garden & garage. 
Location: Al Shmeisani 

For more Inf. cal! Shahatft from £00 ajn. to 1$0 pjn. tel: 642021 
and from fcM pjn. to 6:00 pja tel: 665535 
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Yugoslav leaders fear civil 
war as peace efforts collapse 


OHRID. Yugoslavia (R) — 
Yugoslavia’s leaders said Tues- 
day they feared all-out war after 
the collapse of peace talks and 
the worst fighting between rival 
Jierbs and Croats since World 
*War II. 

The state presidency, the heads 
of the six republics and govern- 
ment leaders a issued statement 
after peace talks in this lakeside 
resort that made clear they were 
still divided over how to end 
violence sweeping breakaway 
Croatia. 

About 20 people were killed in 
eastern Croatia Monday in fight- 
ing between the Roman Catholic 
Croats and the Orthodox Serbian 
minority who oppose the repub- 
lic's secessionist moves. 

Croatian officials said sporadic 
shooting broke out overnight in 
eastern Croatia and six National 
Guardsmen were wounded in an 
attack in the village of Laslovo. 
Two bomb explosions were re- 
ported in the town of Osijek. 

Tanjug News Agency said 
Croatian police attacked Yugos- 
lav army units early Tuesday near 
a bridge between the republics of 


Serbia and Croatia. The army 
fired back with artillery but Tan- 
jug mentioned no new casualties. 

"Yugoslavia is experiencing its 
most dramatic moments. Con- 
flicts among its nationalities and 
confrontations among its repub- 
lics threaten ail its people with 
civil war and catastrophic con- 
sequences," the leaders said in a 
statement, released after Mon- 
day's peace talks. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman stormed out of the 
Ohrid summit and convened an 
emergency session of his Sup- 
reme Council of military and 
civilian leaders after failing to 
persuade the presidency to return 
the federal army to barracks in 
Croatia. 

He accused federal army offic- 
ers deployed in Croatia of helping 
Serbian guerrillas in fighting that 
has killed scores of people since 
Croatia declared independence 
together with the neighbouring 
republic of Slovenia on June 25. 

More than 30 people have been 
killed in the last four days. 

"It is a question of solving this 
critical situation, which is now in 


fact one of war," Mr. Tudjman, 
seething with anger, told Croa- 
tian television. 

"I address Croatia’s people to 
call on them to be composed and 
resolute so they do not succumb 
to further provocations ... But 
they should also be ready to face, 
within days perhaps, even all-out 
war in defence of Croatia." 

The violence in Croatia and 
fighting between Slovenia and the 
federal army which killed 64 peo- 
ple in one week has plunged 
Yugoslavia into a crisis that 
threatens the 72-year-old Balkan 
state with collapse. 

Croatia’s Supreme Council said, 
further peace talks were possible 
only if the Serbian-dominated 
Federal army was ready to with- 
draw to barracks in Croatia, 
where it is acting as a buffer 
between Serbs and Croats in the 
worst flashpoints. 

But the Ohrid statement said 
the country's other leaders flatly 
rejected an immediate army with- 
drawal and made clear Mr. Tudj- 
man and Yugoslav President 
Stipe Mesic. a Croat, had dis- 
associated themselves from the 


declaration. 

Macedonian President Kiro 
Gligorov said Monday that all 
participants at the talks accepted 
a declaration calling for Euro- 
pean Community (EC) observers 
to work in Croatia and ordering 
Croatia's illegal paramilitary 
forces to disband. 

Borisav Jovic, Serbia’s member 
of the collective state presidency, 
told reporters: "If the army pulls 
out. it could mean large-scale 
civil war and wading knee-deep 
through blood." 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic said that even at the 
eleventh hour, Croatia had in- 
sisted on conditions that pre- 
vented agreement on how to re- 
solve the crisis. 

"Now everyone will have to 
face the consequences and take 
responsibility for the fate of their 
own people," Mr. Milosevic said 
as he left Ohrid. 

Serbs and Croats, who com- 
prise more than half of Yugosla- 
via’s 23.5 million people, are old 
enemies but violence between 
them has increased since Croatia 
declared independence. 


U.S. aide to visit Hanoi to check photo 


KL'ALA LUMPUR (Rl — The 
United States will send a senior 
official to Vietnam to investigate 
a mystery photograph purporting 
to show three American service- 
men who went missing in the 
Vietnam war. a senior U.S. offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Asian Affairs Ken Quinn will go 
to Vietnam to investigate, the 
official told reporters. 

Relatives of the three Amer- 
icans in the photograph, who 
were listed in Vietnamese and 
U.S. files as killed in plane 
crashes in the 1960s. said the men 
were being held alive somewhere 


in Cambodia. 

U.S. records indicate 2.273 
American servicemen never 
made it home alive or dead from 
the Vietnam war. Of that total, 
Washington says the fate of only 
62 is unresolved, involving men 
believed to have survived plane 
crashes or been taken prisoner. 


mains, the head of a war commis- 
sion said Tuesday. 

“We regard this as a humanita- 
rian issue but the United States 
always sees it as political," Long 
Visalo, deputy foreign minister 
and chairman of the Cambodian 
MIA (missing-in-action) Com- 
mission. told Reuters. 


Vietnam says those men are all 
dead. 

The U.S. government still does 
not talk with Cambodian officials 
about the fate of Americans lost 
since the Indochina war and MIA 
activist* actually interfere with 
the search for servicemen's re- 


The United States refuses to 
recognise the Vietnamese-backed 
Phnom Penh government and 
supports the small non- 
Communist Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front, allies 
of the Khmer Rouge in the 12- 
yeat-old civil war here. 


Japan’s new Socialist 
leader pledges reform 


T OK YO ( R) — Japan's Socialists 
elected a new conservative leader 
Tuesday in a victory for refor- 
mists seeking a drastic overhaul 
of their party's hardline policies. 

“It was a difficult and close 
election that shows how divided 
the party is over the issue of 
reform.” a victorious Makoto 
Tanabe. 69 told reporters. 

“It's up to me now to strive to 
bring the party together on the 
need ot introduce changes." said 
Mr. Tanabe. 

Mr. Tanabe succeeds Takako 
Dei. the first woman to head a 
Japanese political party, who res- 
igned because of the Socialists' 
poor showing in regional elec- 
tions earlier this year. 

His only challenger was Tetsu 
Ueda. representing the party's 
left wing. The Socialist Party is 
Japan's biggest opposition group- 
ing. 

Mr. Tanabe. a member of rhe 
lower house of parliament for 
more than 20 years, hopes to lead 
the Socialists into the post-cold 
war period by abandoning their 
opposition to Japan's armed 
forces and accepting their coun- 
try's close ties to the Ltaited 
States. 

Mr. Tanabe has also said re- 
cently that the Socialists must 
tone down their support for 


North Korea and must accept 
Japan's dependence on the Un- 
ited States for security. 

"I think the party realises we 
can't continue the way we are and 
there's a lot of work ahead of us." 
Mr. Tanabe said Tuesday. 

Mr. Tanabe and the reformists 
long for a chance to end the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party's 
monopoly on power. 

Critics charge that the Social- 
ists have grown comfortable with 
the second place they have occu- 
pied for more than 40 years in 
Japanese politics. 

Hideo Uchiyama. a politics ex- 
pert at Tokyo's Keio University, 
predicts little change in the 
Socialist Party despite the right- 
wing victory. 

“There's little chance that he’ll 
succeed in overhauling a party set 
in its ways,” said Mr. Uchiyama. 

"His policy reforms are cosme- 
tic and fail to introduce changes 
that would transform the party 
into an alternative ruling party." 

Socialist Party leaders hope 
Mr. Tanabe will be able to emu- 
late the early successes of thechar- 
ismatic Mrs. Doi. 

In July 1989 she led the Social- 
ists to victory in upper house 
polls, robbing the ruling party of 
a majority in that chamber for the 
first time since 1955. 


Madagascar imposes state of 
emergency after protests 


ANTANANARIVO (R) — 
Madagascar's President Didier 
Ratsiraka imposed a slate of 
emergency in the capital Tuesday 
to curb escalating anti- 
government protests, state radio 
said. 

Prime Minister Victor Rama- 

haira said in an interview the 
government could impose a cur- 
few. co. rrol the press, ban meet- 
ings a: ■ dose public meeting 
der strict security leg- 
issed earlier this month, 
iio said the state of 
applied in and around 
■rivo. where a huge 
protesters breached 
'■rdons at two govern- 
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opposition "ministers” 


places 
Marion 
The 
^ merf 

ita 


meo 
ent 
insi:; : 

; office. 

Hundreds of thousands of de- 
monstrators have rallied almost 
daily in the capital for more than 
six weeks, backing opposition de- 
mands that Ratsiraka quit after 
16 years in power. 

The opposition had announced 
it would try to take over more 
ministries Tuesday, after naming 
six members of an alternative 
government under retired Gener- 
al Jean R a koto h a ri so n . 
appointed "president" by the 
opposition last week. 

The declaration of a state of 
emergency was the toughest 
stand taken by Mr. Ratsiraka 
against the Active Forces opposi- 
tion coalition, which has ordies- 
trated largely peaceful mass pro- 


tests to pressure him to resign. 

Residents said they feared a 
violent crackdown by security 
forces, now empowered to search 
homes, demand weapons be 
handed in and ban people from- 
the city if the government be- 
lieves they are a threat to public 
order. 

Business in the capital has been 
crippled by a general strike since 
July 8, although the opposition 
eased the strike call last Friday to 
allow banks to reopen so dial 
striking civil servants could get 
paid. 

The opposition wants a new, 
non-Sociaiis! constitution for the 
1 1 million people of the impover- 
ished Indian Ooean state, the 
world's fourth largest island, 
lying 400 kilometres off the east 
coast of Africa. 

Face-to-face talks between Ac- 
tive Forces leaders and Mr. Rat- 
siraka broke down last week, 
although opposition and govern- 
ment representatives along with 
church mediators had begun 
work on a national conference to 
write a new constitution. 

Mr. Ratsiraka. a former radical 
naval officer who took charge of 
the country’s ruling military junta 
in 1975, switched from Marxist to 
market economics in recent years 
and introduced democratic re- 
forms. 

However, opponents accused 
him of rigging 1989 elections 
which gave him a third seven-year 
term in office. 


S. Africa 
reportedly 
spent $ 600 m 
on covert 
operations 


JOHANNESBURG ( AP) — The 
white-led government, embroiled 
in a crisis over the secret funding 
of a black political party, has 
spent $600 million on covert pro- 
jects since 1987. a newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

Money from a secret budget 
fond was used to aid the con- 
servative Inkatha Freedom Party, 
a disclosure that has damaged 
President F.W. de Klerk's credibil- 
ity at a time when he is trying to 
bring all black groups together 
for peace talks. 


Business Day. the country's 
leading financial daily, said 
money allocated to the secret 
services account was 380 million 
rand ($140 million) this year and 
totaled 1.5 billion rand ($600 
million) since 1987. 

The newspaper said the 
account was established in 1978 
with a mandate to provide “ser- 
vices of a secret nature deter- 
mined ... as being in the national 
interest." 

There were no details on how 
the money was spent. But anti- 
apartheid groups have repeatedly 
accused the government of clan- 
destine operations ranging from 
political propaganda campaigns 
to death squads that targeted 
government opponents. 

Mr. De Klerk's cabinet held a 
second day of talks Tuesday at an 
undisclosed location to discuss 
the crisis, but no statement was 
expected. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok said during the 
weekend that 1.75 million rand 
($700,000) was tunneled to In- 
katha in recent years to help the 
Zulu organisation publicise its 
opposition to international sanc- 
tions against South Africa. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC). the leading opposition 
movement, says the money re- 
veals the government’s support of 
Inkatha and the desire to sup- 
press other black organisations. 

The ANC also says the funding 
supports its claim that govern- 
ment security forces have been 
assisting Inkatha in the black 
township fighting between the 
two groups that has claimed ab- 
out 6.000 lives in the past five 
years. 


Mr. De Klerk, who took office 
two years ago. says he ordered 
payments to Inkatha stopped last 
years following an internal inves- 
tigation into covert government 
operations. He also called for 
such activities to be kept to an 
“absolute minimum.’’ 

But Business Day said the 380 
million rand ($140 million) 
approved for secret operations 
this year is the largest amount 
yet. 


ASEAN 
rejects U.S. 
call to 


pressure 

Burma 


KUALA LUMPUR (Agencies) 
— Six South East Asian Nations 
Tuesday rejected a U.S. call to 
pressure the ruling Burmese 
military to allow people elected in 
May last year to govern. 

"We don’t, of course, condone 
what is happening there.” said 
Thai Foreign Minister Arsa Sara- 
sin. "But, simply, we cannot 
change them by putting pressure 
on them." 


Mr. Arsa said isolating Burma 
would not help. 

“We feel strongly that we 
ought to engage them, talk to 
them, reason with them and 
(make them) feel that in the 
future there will be a country that 
can contribute toward the peace 
and stability of South East Asia." 
he said. 


Thailand was joined in reject- 
ing the U-S. call for pressure by 
the five other members of the 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) — The Philip- 
pines, Malaysia, Indonesia. Sing- 
apore and Brunei. 

Representatives of the coun- 
tries are conferring in Kuala 
Lumpur this week with ASEAN's 
major trade partners. 

Robert B. Zoellick. U.S. under 
secretary of state, told the meet- 
ing Monday, “without our 
efforts, the people of Burma will 
suffer longer. Undeveloped and 
undemocratic. Burma will poison 
the region with narcotics and 
remain a cancer of instability."' 

Meanwhile Japan has indicated 
to South East Asian Nations it is 
ready to play a more prominent 
role in regional security, but de- 
fence analysis say the region may 
not be ready for Tokyo's higher 
profile. 

"This is a very bold proposal 
on the part of Japan," said 
Munigesu Path man a than, politic- 
al scientist at the University of 
Malaya. “It reflects a post-Gulf 
war Japan more willing to be 
involved in security matters.” 



Indian opposition demands 
enquiry into Sikh deaths 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
opposition Bharatiya Janata Par- 
ty (BJP) Tuesday demanded a 
judicial inquiry into the deaths of 
10 Sikhs said by police to have 
been militants killed in a shoot- 
out. 

Senior BJP official Madan Lai 
Khurana said his investigation 
suggested the Sikhs were taken 
off a bus during a tour of Sikh 
holy places in the northern state 
of Uttar Pradesh on July 12, 
Indian news agencies reported. 

They quoted Mr. Khurana as 
saying even if the Sikhs were 
militants, there was no justifica- 
tion for them “being done to 
death,” apparently backing 
charges by Sikhs that the 10 were 
summarily executed. 

Police in Uttar Pradesh origi- 


nally reported the 10 were killed 
in an encounter with security 
forces well away from Punjab, 
where militants are fighting for an 
independent homeland they call 
Khalistan, or land of the pure. 

Mr. Khurana was quoted as 
saying witnesses had told him 13 
men were taken off the bus as it 
returned to Pilibit near the Nepal 
border. 

Two old men were freed, 10 
killed and one, the organiser of 
the tour, was still missing, he 
said. 


The ever- rising death toll in the 
Sikh insurgency is concentrated 
in the rich, northern agricultural 
state ot Punjab, though the vio- 
lence occasionally spills into New 
Delhi. 


Over 1,000 
die in 
battle for 
Sri Lankan 
army camp 


COLOMBO (R) — More than 
1,000 Sri Lankans have died in 
two weeks of die fiercest battles 
between Tamil rebels and gov- 
ernment troops since separatists 
resumed fighting a year ago, a 
military spokesman said Tuesday 

A relief column of 2,000 sol- 
diers found the bodies of 112 
more Tamil rebels Monday when 
they advanced toward a strategic 
army camp that has been under 
attack for two weeks, the spokes- 
man said. 

By Monday, the death count 
had risen to 930 rebels and 87 
soldiers, the military said. 

No other details were available 
on Monday's dashes around the 
Elephant Pass army camp, the 
spokesman said. 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam guerrillas have been 
attacking the camp since July 10 
with mortar bombs, rocket- 
propelled grenades and small 
arms. 


The dashes were the fiercest 
since the rebels, fighting for a 
separate Tamil homeland in the 
north and east, broke off 14 
months of peace talks in June, 
1990. 

Elephant Pass connects the 
northern Jaffna peninsula, a Ti- 
ger stronghold, with the rest of 
the island. 


The attacks on Elephant Pass 
have eased since two crack army 
brigades landed on the beach at 
Chundikulam, 12 kilometres 
away, on July 14 to relieve tbe 
camp. 


France scraps mobile nuclear 
missiles; cuts troops in Germany 


PARIS (AP) — Defence Minister 
Pierre Joxe has confirmed that 
France will not build mobile nuc- 
lear missiles to replace the out- 
dated missiles it has in fixed silos. 

The government’s decision to 
scrap the costly S-45 nuclear mis- 
sile. which would have been shut- 
tled around on huge trucks in 
times of emergency, was reported 
in the news media this weekend. 

Mr. Joxe also told a Monday 
news conference that in 1992 
France will dissolve military units 
comprising 10.000 soldiers and 
1,600 dvjlians that were based in 
Germany. 

A similar force reduction is to 
begin Aug. 31. The two moves 
will cut the total number of 
French soldiers in Germany from 
50,000 to 30.000. 


Mr. Joxe told reporters that the 
end of the cold war has made it 
unnecessary for France to main- 
tain its independent nuclear de- 
terrent through separate sub- 
marine and land-based systems. 

“The analysis to the interna- 
tional situation and of its predict- 
able evolution make it appear 
that it is not desirable to maintain 
two distinct ballistic missile prog- 
rammes.” he said. 

The S-45 contractors were noti- 
fied July 10 that the project will 
not be completed, the daily Le 
Monde reported in its Sunday 
editions. 

The two-stage missiles would 
have been located on the Albion 
Plateau in southern France. The 
area is already home to the 20- 
year-old S-3 missiles, which are 


located in fixed silos. 

Thirty lighter, two-stage S~45s 
had been intended to replace the 
18 long-range, three-stage S-3 
missiles on tbe plateau by the 
year 2000. 

Tbe S-45 missiles would have 
been stored in silos and shifted to 
huge trucks in time of interna- 
tional crisis. The vehicles would 
shuttle the missiles around the 
plateau. 

In recent months. President 
Francois Mitterrand had express- 
ed scepticism about the need for 
the 30 billion franc ($5 billion) 
project. 

Military planners have drawn 
up alternate plans to replace 
the S-3 by adapting the ballistic 
missiles used on France's nuclear 
submarines for land use. 


U.S. tightens sanctions against Burma 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Bush administration said Monday 
it was imposing trade sanctions 
against Burma — the world’s 
largest opium producer — be- 
cause of j lack of progress in 
curbing narcotics flows and in 
easing political repression. 

State Department deputy 
spokesman Ridiard Boucher said 
that as part of a stepped up 
programme of economic denial 
against Burma, the administra- 
tion has decided not to renew a 
bilateral textile agreement that 
lapsed at the end of 1990. 

That measure means that Bur- 
ma will have not textile quota and 
therefore access to U.S. markets 
will be more difficult. Burma 


earned $9 million from U.S. tex- 
tile exports last year, about 40 per 
cent of total exports. 

Mr. Boucher said Burma’s tex- 
tile exports, in the absence of a 
quota, have decreased by 21 per 
cent in value this year compared 
with the same period last year. 

The administration acted under 
an amendment that calls for new 
sanctions if President George 
Bush certifies that Burma has not 
made progress on human rights 
or in suppressing narcotics flows. 

In 1988. Burma cracked down 
on a pro-democracy movement 
and ended a programme to eradi- 
cate its opium crop. As a result, 
opium production has doubled to 
an estimated 2.250 tons, making 


Burma the world's largest pro- 
ducer, U.S. officials said. 

Politically, the Burmese milit- 
ary remains firmly in charge. 
National elections held in the 
spring of 1990 were won by 
opposition parties but the govern- 
ment derided to ignore the re- 
sists. The number of political 
prisoners is believed by U.S. offi- 
cials to be in the thousands. 
There also have been credible 
reports that political prisoners 
have been tortured, said the offi- 
cials, asking not to be identified. 

A U.S. development assistance 
programme totaling $7 million 
was terminated three years ago. 
along with a $5 million narcotics 
cooperation programme. 


Mobutu names opposition leader as Zaire premier 


KINSHASA, Zaire (AP) — Pres- 
ident Mobutu Sese Seko bowed 
to mounting pressure for demo- 
cratic change Monday by 
appointing one of his most out- 
spoken critics as prime minister 
of a new government charged 
with implementing political and 
economic reforms. 

In a brief statement broadcast 
on state radio and television, Mr. 
Mobutu said he hoped the 
appointment of opposition leader 
Etienne Tshisekedi would “un- 
tangle the actual political situa- 
tion in Zaire.” 

Mr. Tshisekedi’s appointment 
comes after nearly 200 pro- 
democracy groups formed a 
sacred union of forces for change 
last week. The opposition parties 
joined forces after reporting that 
16 people were killed in a dash 
between protesters and govern- 
ment troops. State radio said 
seven people died in the violence. 

Monday's announcement rep- 
resented a major concession by 
Zaire’s military leader of 26 
years. The opposition has ac- 
cused Mr. Mobutu of stalling on a 
promise he made last year to 
introduce multiparty democracy 
by May 1991. 

It is not known how many 
people have died in dashes with 
security forces since the pro- 
democracy movement sweeping 


Africa began in Zaire early last 
year. 

In the pat year, there have 
been pro-democracy protests in 
Zaire and government workers 
have staged strikes to demand a 
multiparty system. Western na- 
tions have also cut aid in efforts 
to speed up reforms. ‘ 

Mr. Mobutu said he hoped the 
new government under Mr. 
Tshisekedi would succeed where 
two previous governments of 
national unity have failed. 
Opposition groups refused to join 
those governments because they 
felt they were loaded with Mobu- 
tu supporters who would hinder 
the transition to democracy. 

Mr. Mobutu said Mr. Tshiseke- 
di has been mandated to form a 
government of national unity to 
“redress tbe Zairean economy 
and manage the political reforms 
necessary” for democracy. 

Mr. Tshisekedi and other gov- 
ernment opponents have accused 
Mr. Mobutu of stealing millions 
of dollars in state funds, impover- 
ishing the country while swelling 
his private bank accounts abroad. 

It was not immediately clear 

how much power Mr. Tshisekedi 
would wield or whether Mr. 
Mobutu has struck an agreement 
with the opposition about a 
national conference for democra- 
cy scheduled for July 31. 



Mobutu Sese Seko 

Opposition parties have said 
they would boycott the confer- 
ence unless it can push through 
reforms on all fronts, including 
the constitution. Mr. Mobutu has 
refused to give the conference 
control over constitutional mat- 
ters. 

Mr. Tshisekedi is the leader of 
one of the most powerful opposi- 
tion parties, the Union for Demo- 
cracy and Social Progress. 

In 1966, he and Mr. Mobutu 
co-founded the ruling Popular 
Movement for the Revolution, 
and he served as interior minis- 


ter. Mr. Tshisekedi was arrested 
in 1981 after he and 13 other 
legislators wrote a letter criticis- 
ing the president. 

There followed nine years of 
detention, house arrest, banish- 
ment and torture. 

"Everything that Mr. Mobutu 
created and imposed on the peo- 
ple of Zaire is going- to go out 
with him,” Mr. Tshisekedi told 
the Associated Press in a recent 
interview. 

Among the aims of his party, 
he said, are restoring the coun- 
try’s former name, the Congo, 
and the flag adopted when it won 
its independence from Belgium in 
1960. 

The Popular Movement for tbe 
Revolution has been tbe only 
legal party since Mr. Mobutu 
took power in late 1965. 7 
April. Mr. Mobutu agreed to 
allow opposition parties to oper- 
ate freely in the former Belgian 
Congo. 

But security forces have 
broken up opposition meetings 
and are accused of killing stu- 
dents believed to oppose Mr. 
Mobutu. Critics have charged 
Mr. Mobutu with delaying demo- 
cratic reforms, moving only far 
enough to stave off further aid 
cuts by the United States and 
other governments who strongly, 
supported him. 



Jaguars die 
in Cairo 


CAIRO (AP) — A pair of prized. “ 
jaguars shipped to Cairo's Giza 
Zoo died of distemper within " 
days of their arrival. Giza's direc- 
tor has said. Zookeeper Moham- 
mad Hussein Amer said the cats , 
had been shipped from the Sah - 
Diego Zoo., but a spokeswoman- . 
for the California Zo.o, . 
Georgeanne Irvine, - said -it had 
not sent any jaguars to Cairo. Mr. 
Amer said the jaguars were pan 
of an animal-exchange program- 
me between the two zoos, orga- 
nised through a German middle- 
man whom Mr. Amer _.did not .■ 
identify. The Giza Zoo obtains ; 
most of its new animals through 
such exchanges. Mrs. Irvme'-sald, : 
the San Diego Zoo has op-'eaV.:. 
change programme with the Giza -- 
Zoo. The male and female Wefe " 
about eight years old. Mr J-Anier -J 
said he has no record that- the 
century-old zoo ever "has had. ^ 
jaguars. "The jaguars were sup-’ 
posed to have been vaccinated - 
against distemper when they were 
born, and then once, annually. ; 
They were supposed to vaccinate - 
them before they shipped them to..- 
Cairo. But apparently they _ 
didn't." Mr. Amer said. “The T" 
animals' health and resBtancer. . 
weakened on the way tb Cairo,. 
They died of distemper shortly. ^ 
after they arrived." JagparS/yer- - - 
Jewish with black spots, - range .: 
from the southwestern. ^ United 
States to Argentina. The spetips : . 
is the largest new world predatory"-' 
cat. Distemper is a highly coma- 
gious viral disease that canattack 
the bone marrow and intestines. ; 
of any cat from lion to housecat-V 
The death rate for unvaccinated / 
young felines is higher than 90 
percent. 
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Car to cost about 
sameasflat 
in Singapore 

SINGAPORE (R) — Japanese 4;) 
cars with one litre engines 
each cost 50.000 dollars ($28,600) - j 

in Singapore from August, about ” 
the same price for a government-': 
built flat with two bedrooms. car . . : 
dealers said. The price includes a 
premium which officials con- . •;*. 
firmed Tuesday would be 9.660 v’; 
Singapore dollars ($5,520)/ for. - ..: 
cars with one litre or smarter .; ' 
engines. The government, which ' > 
sets a monthly quota Of between. =/_ 

3.000 and 4,000 cars to limit the 
number rolling onto Singapore's': - 
roads, holds a monthly auction - /• “ 
for certificates of entitlement 
(COES) to award the right to buy 
cars. The lowest successful bid' - . 
becomes the COE premium. A r r 
Japanese car with 1.6 litre engine.- :. - 
will carry a price tag of about 

65.000 dollars ($37,100). the cost ' 

of a three-bedroom flat provided - — 
by the Housing Development ,:. 
Board. - * # 
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Cameron, Noble . 
tie the knot 


CHEEKTOWAGA. N.Y. (AP) 
— Kirk Cameron and Chelsea-. 
Noble, co-stars on the Growing- 
Pains television comedy, have, 
tied the knot. Hundreds of spec-.: 
tutors and a couple of phoro--. 
graphers tried to crash the wed-,, 
ding at a church in this Buffalo 
suburb, but 45 plainclothes secur- “ 
ity guards kept them at bay. One 
photographer dressed as a priest /- 
hoping to elude the guards: 
another tried to hide in the 
church's confessional. Cameron. 
20. and Noble. 26. a Cheektowa-. ; 
ga native, announced their en- 
gagement on a talk show in'" 
January. 
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Dior’s sumptuous 
jine 

isadeja vu 

PARIS — Gianfranco Ferre v 
true to the Dior spirit when 
presented a sumptuous line 
haute couture for the fair 
fashion house, but critics sad i 
Italian designer was rehash: 
last year s hand-me-downs. F 
re. who replaced British desigi 
Marc Bohan at Dior in 1989. 1 
a flair for combining the riisck 
elegance of expensive furs' a 
jewelled embroidery -with exc 
motifs and the deep .golden hi 
°f the Orient. Evening gov 
came in goid sequins, glass sr 
rors or voluminous folds of si 
green _ taffeta. The - worlds m 
beautiful models . posed. un< 
gleaming spotlights in -sfcimm 
ingquHted coats lined with ch 
chilia. or lame slacks with cud 
velvet and satin wraps. A:ser 
of camel hair ensembles and t 

«lk brocade party dteaseslwi 

new themes for Ferre.- ; T 
atmosphere was one- of weald 
glamour add luxury;:, bursae 
Critics stifled yawns arid said f; 
re s autumn winter tine too do 
ly resembled his previous coHi 
tions. "You know- ive ^seefr 

just the same thing'.”- Mid o 
fashion writer.”’’ 
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